
GERMAN TURNED RHINOCEROS HORN DRINKING VESSEL
A RARE GERMAN TURNED RHINOCEROS HORN DRINKING VESSEL

MADE FROM THE HORN OF A WHITE AFRICAN RHINOCEROS
LATE 17TH – EARLY 18TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 8.5CM HIGH, 11CM DIA. – 3¾ INS HIGH, 4¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

THE MELANCHOLIC EMPEROR, RUDOLF II (1552 – 1612) OWNED A TOTAL OF THIRTEEN RHINOCEROS HORN VESSELS IN
HIS PRAGUE ‘KUNSTKAMMER’. HE BELIEVED THEM TO HAVE POWERFUL AMULETIC PROPERTIES, THE MAGICAL ABILITY TO

DETECT POISON AND THE POWER TO CURE THE PRINCELY MELANCHOLIA. 
AS A SOUGHT AFTER NATURAL HISTORY CURIOSITY, RHINOCEROS HORN WOULD HAVE BEEN PURCHASED UN-WORKED

AND UN-SET FOR A VERY HIGH PRICE AS A RARE ARTEFACT OF AN EXOTIC LAND. A COURT ARTIST WOULD THEN BE
COMMISSIONED TO CARVE, TURN AND CREATE THE NATURAL HORN INTO A MIRACULOUS ARTEFACT. ‘MIRABILIA’ WERE

JUST SUCH UNCONVENTIONAL OBJECTS THAT PRODUCED SURPRISES THROUGH TECHNICAL EFFECT. THESE
WONDROUS MIRACLES OF NATURE AND ART SATISFY BOTH CURIOSITY AND A THIRST FOR KNOWLEDGE: A NEED, WHICH

CAN STILL BE IDENTIFIED TODAY.

 


