Finch & C°

TIBETAN HUMAN BONE PLAQUE FROM A RITUAL PARURE

AFINE TIBETAN HUMAN BONE PLAQUE FROMARITUAL PARURE CARVED WITH AN IMAGE OF
DIEKINI, PART OF THE RAISED LEG NOWMSSING
EARLY 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 11.5CMHIGH, 2.5CMWIDE — 472 INS HIGH, 1 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

TAKEN FROM THE CENTRAL POINT OF ABUDDHIST MONK'S CEREMONIAL APRON USED IN ATANTRIC RITUAL DANCE, THIS
PLAQUE REPRESENTS DI£KINI THE INNER FEMALE REPRESENTATION OF THE ENERGY OF WISDOMWHO IS OFTEN
PORTRAYED DANCING COUPLED WITH THE MANIFESTATION OF VAJRA THE SUPREME POWER.

IN TIBET, HUMAN BONES ARE USED FOR ALL KINDS OF IMPLEMENTS AND ADORNMENTS. TO THE BUDDHIST TIME AND
DEATH ARE NOT SIMPLY AGENTS OF FINAL DESTRUCTION, BUT REPRESENT THE TRANSFORMATION, WHICH THE ENDING
OF ONE LIFE BRINGS AS APRELUDE TO THE NEXT. SO THE BUDDHIST CONFRONTS HIS NATURAL FEAR AND HORROR OF
DEATH AND COMES TO REALISE THE ILLUSORY NATURE OF ‘END’ AS WELL AS ‘BEGINNING OF BOTH SELF AND MATERIAL
THINGS.

TIBETANS USE SEVERAL METHODS OF DISPOSAL FOR THEIR DEAD, BUT AS WOOD IS VERY SCARCE THEY SELDOM
CREMATE. THE CUT UP REMAINS ARE EXPOSED ON HIGH OPEN PLACES TO BE CONSUMED BY SCAVENGER HORDES OF
BEASTS, VULTURES AND CROWS. THE BONES ARE THEN COLLECTED AND MADE INTO CUPS, DRUMS, TRUMPETS,
NECKLACES AND APRONS.



