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LITERATURE

JOHN LOCKE (1632 – 1704) WAS AN ENGLISH PHILOSOPHER KNOWN AS ‘THE SUPREME LIBERAL’ AND IS REGARDED AS
THE CHIEF FOUNDING FATHER OF EMPIRICISM. ONE OF HIS MAIN CONTRIBUTIONS INCLUDED A CLEAR FORMULATION OF
THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PRINCIPLES THAT EMERGED FROM THE TURBULENCE OF 17TH CENTURY BRITAIN. HIS MOST

FAMOUS WORK IS HIS ‘ESSAY CONCERNING HUMAN UNDERSTANDING’ WRITTEN IN 1689.
LOCKE BELIEVED THAT WHEN WE ARE BORN THE MIND IS LIKE A BLANK SHEET OF PAPER, AND ALL FUTURE

DEVELOPMENT DEPENDS ON HOW AN INDIVIDUAL IS EDUCATED. THESE IDEAS WERE RADICAL AT THE TIME, BUT LED TO
A BELIEF THAT EVERYONE COULD BE LIBERATED BY EDUCATION. LOCKE DID MORE THAN ANY OTHER SINGLE THINKER

TO PROVIDE THE THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF LIBERAL DEMOCRACY. INDEED, IT IS DOUBTFUL WHETHER ANY
PHILOSOPHER BETWEEN ARISTOTLE AND KARL MARX HAS HAD A GREATER INFLUENCE ON PRACTICAL AFFAIRS.

 


