Finch & C°

MOUNTED SPECIMEN OF CRYOLITE FROM THE MINES OF IVIGTUT

AN INTERESTING MOUNTED SPECIMEN OF CRYOLITE FROMTHE MINES OF MGTUT
SOUTH WEST GREENLAND
MARKED ‘MGTUT JULY 1914’
CIRCA1914
SIZE: 9CMHIGH — 3% INS HIGH
BASE: 13.5CMWIDE, 8.5CMDEEP — 5% INS WIDE, 3% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

CRYOLITE IS ARARE MINERAL, WHICH WAS USED AS AFLUXIN THE PRODUCTION OF ALUMNIUMBY THE ELECTROLYTE
PROCESS. ITS ONLY NOTABLE LOCALITY WAS IN GREENLAND. IMGTUT WAS FOUNDED AS AMNING TOWN IN 1865 AFTER
CRYOLITE WAS FOUND THERE IN 1806. THE DATE OF 1914 IS SIGNIFICANT IN THAT AN INTERNATIONAL ICE PATROL BASED
AT MGTUT WAS FORMED THERE IN THAT YEAR FOLLOWING THE SINKING OF THE RMS TITANIC IN 1912. THE TITANIC
STRUCK AHUGE ICEBERG NEAR MIDNIGHT WHILST TRAVELING AT ASPEED OF 20 KNOTS. THE INTERNATIONAL ICE
PATROL SUCCESSFULLY MONITORED THE SHIPPING LANES OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC FOR ICEBERGS BETWEEN 1914
AND 1940 UNTIL THE THREAT OF GERMAN AGGRESSION TOWARDS DENMARK'S COLONY OF GREENLAND CLOSED DOWN
THE BASE AT MGTUT. TODAY THE TOWN HAS BEEN ABANDONED.



