
NORTHEASTERN WOODLANDS NATIVE AMERICAN MALISEET OR MICMAC MAPLE WOOD CANOE PADDLE
A FINE NORTHEASTERN WOODLANDS NATIVE AMERICAN MALISEET OR MICMAC MAPLE WOOD 

SINGLE BLADE CANOE PADDLE
OLD SMOOTH AND DRY PATINA – THE LETTER ‘Y’ CARVED TO ONE END



CIRCA 1840
SIZE: 203CM LONG – 80 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED FROM ONE PIECE OF FIGURED MAPLE WOOD THIS PADDLE WAS MADE TO BE USED WITH A BIRCH
BARK CANOE. IT IS GENERALLY CONSIDERED THAT MICMAC AND PASSAMAQUODDY BIRCH BARK CANOES WERE THE

FINEST OF ALL BARK CANOES AND WERE BUILT FOR USE ON BOTH RIVERS AND THE OCEAN.
ELABORATE TRADING SYSTEMS EXISTED IN THE EASTERN PART OF THE CONTINENT RANGING FROM THE MICMAC AND
MALISEET ON THE EAST COAST TO THE LAND BEYOND THE GREAT LAKES AND FROM HUDSON BAY TO THE MISSISSIPPI
RIVER. ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE SHOWS THAT ARTICLES MADE FROM OBSIDIAN SUCH AS TOOLS WERE TRADED

OVER GREAT DISTANCES BY CANOE.
IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE MOST IMPORTANT INVENTIONS OF EARLY NORTH AMERICA AND ONE THAT WAS UNIQUE TO THE
CONTINENT WAS THE BARK CANOE AND IT CONTINUED, UNALTERED EXCEPT IN SIZE, TO BE THE CENTRAL ELEMENT IN

THE DEVELOPMENT OF WHAT IS NOW CANADA AND THE SOUTHERN STATES OF AMERICA. WHEN THE FRENCH ARRIVED IN
THE EARLY 17TH CENTURY THEY QUICKLY ADAPTED CANOES TO THEIR OWN USE AND SOON HUGE MONTREAL CANOES
LADEN WITH BEAVER PELTS WERE BEING PADDLED BY TEAMS OF VOYAGERS ACROSS HUNDREDS OF MILES BOUND FOR

THE EUROPEAN MARKETS.
THE HIGH QUALITY MALISEET AND MICMAC WORKMANSHIP WAS NOTED EARLY ON BY EUROPEAN OBSERVERS AND A

GOOD AND WELL MADE PADDLE SUCH AS THIS FINE EXAMPLE WAS ESSENTIAL FOR TRAVELING AT SEA AND ON RIVERS,
SUMMER AND WINTER.

 


