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A FINE FIJIAN SPLIT WHALE TOOTH NECKLACE OF SEVENTEEN POINTS ‘WASEKASEKA’

THE SENNIT NOW MISSING
FINE SMOOTH CREAMY YELLOW PATINA

CIRCA 1820 – 50
SIZE: 10CM LONG – 4 INS LONG (LONGEST TOOTH)

 
LITERATURE

RESERVED FOR THOSE OF CHIEFLY STATUS THESE NECKLACES WERE HIGHLY VALUED ITEMS OF REGALIA ON THE
ISLANDS OF FIJI, AND WERE OFTEN MADE BY TONGAN AND SAMOAN CRAFTSMEN. WILLIAM MARINER IN 1817 NOTED THAT

ALTHOUGH THE IDEA HAD COME FROM FIJI FOR THESE ORNAMENTAL NECKLACES OF CARVED SPERM WHALE IVORY
PIECES SHAPED TO CURVED POINTS THEY WERE ACTUALLY MADE IN TONGA BY SPECIALISTS CALLED ‘TUFUNGA FONO

LEI’. HE DESCRIBES THE NECKLACE BEING MADE BY CUTTING THE WHALE TOOTH ‘INTO SMALLER PIECES, EACH
PRESERVING THE SHAPE OF THE WHALE’S TOOTH, FROM AN INCH TO FOUR INCHES LONG, HAVING A HOLE IN THE

BROADEST PART THROUGH THIS HOLE THEY ARE CLOSELY STRUNG, AND PUT AROUND THE NECK, THE LARGEST BEING
IN FRONT AND THE OTHERS DECREASING IN SIZE ON EACH SIDE, UP TO THE BACK OF THE NECK; SO THAT WHEN DRAWN

CLOSE, THEIR POINTED EXTREMITIES SPREAD OUT, AND FORM A VERY AGREEABLE ORNAMENT UPON THEIR BROWN
SKINS, WHICH IS MUCH PRIZED BY THEM, ON ACCOUNT OF ITS SCARITY AS WELL AS BEAUTY’ (MARINER 1817 [1981]:179).

EVOLVED FROM THE STUBBIER ‘VUASAGALE’ NECKLACE OF COMPLETE TEETH DURING THE 1800’S MANY ‘SABRE
TOOTHED’ NECKLACES OF LONG SPLIT TEETH WERE MADE AND WORN IN FIJI, TONGA AND SAMOA AS THE PRECIOUS
WHALE TEETH BECAME MORE PLENTIFUL WITH THE ADVENT OF EUROPEAN COMMERCIAL WHALING IN THE PACIFIC.

 


