Finch & C°

FOUR SAILORS SCRIMSHAW KNITTING NEEDLES

FOUR SAILORS SCRIMSHAW KNITTING NEEDLES
SKELETAL WHALEBONE, SPERMWHALE IVORY BALEEN AND WOOD
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 32.5CMLONG — 12% INS LONG (MAX)

LITERATURE

UNTIL THE LATE MIDDLE AGES KNITTING WAS CONSIDERED TO BE AMASCULINE OCCUPATION AND WAS CARRIED OUT
FROMNECESSITY, NOT FOR PLEASURE. EVEN IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY WITH FACTORIES PRODUCING MACHINE
KNIT CLOTHING MANY FAMILIES STILL RELIED ON HOMEMADE CLOTHES.

THESE SCRIMSHAW NEEDLES WHICH ARE SOVETIMES KNOWN AS PINS, WERE CARVED BY THE WHALERS FROMWHALE
BONE WITH SPERMWHALE IVORY ENDS INLAID WITH BOTH BALEEN AND WOOD. THE TOPS WERE SHAPED TO BE
SLIGHTLY LARGER TO PREVENT THE KNITTING FROM SLIPPING OFF THE NEEDLE.



