
RARE AND INTERESTING ANCIENT PREHISTORIC ‘CLASSIC’ NEANDERTHAL HUMAN SKULL
A RARE AND INTERESTING ANCIENT PREHISTORIC ‘CLASSIC’ NEANDERTHAL HUMAN SKULL 

A BREAK TO ONE SIDE OF THE HEAD. THE LARGE AND THICK WALLED SKULL LATER SAWN IN HALF
OLD YELLOW POLISHED PATINA

80 – 35,000 YEARS OLD
SIZE: 15CM HIGH, 13CM WIDE, 21CM DEEP – 6 INS HIGH, 5 INS WIDE, 8¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

CLASSIC NEANDERTHAL MAN IS ONE OF THE OLDEST PREHISTORIC FORMS OF HOMO SAPIENS. FINDINGS INDICATE THAT
HE APPEARED 80,000 YEARS AGO AND REMAINED FOR A LONG PERIOD OF TIME AS TRACES OF HIM CAN STILL BE FOUND

DATING TO AS LITTLE AS 35,000 YEARS AGO. HE EXISTED IN A ROUGH AND COLD CLIMATE AND SKELETAL FINDS ARE
OFTEN ACCOMPANIED BY THE TOOLS OF THE MOUSTERIAN CULTURE.

DISCOVERIES MADE AT LA CHAPELLE-AUX-SAINTS, LE MOUSTIER, LA FERRASIE, LA QUINA AND ARAY-SUR-CURE IN
FRANCE GAVE SCIENTISTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO DETERMINE WHAT CLASSIC NEANDERTHAL MAN LOOKED LIKE. HE WAS
STRONG, WELL BUILT, BUT FAIRLY SMALL, AROUND 1.55 TO 1.65 METRES. FACIALLY THE PROMINENT BROW RIDGE ON A

LOW FOREHEAD IS THE MOST NOTICEABLE CHARACTERISTIC. THIS BROW RIDGE IS SLIGHTLY INDENTED ABOVE THE
NOSE AND, AS IN THIS SPECIMEN, SEEMS TO CONNECT THE TWO BROW RIDGES ON EITHER SIDE OF THE ROOT OF THE

NOSE. MODERN MAN HAS TWO INDEPENDENT RIDGES ABOVE THE BROWS THAT ARE MUCH LESS PROTRUDING AND
DIVIDED ABOVE THE ROOT OF THE NOSE. THIS ‘CLASSIC’ NEANDERTHAL MAN ALSO HAD A REMARKABLY LARGE SKULL

CAPACITY, MUCH MORE THAN THAT OF MODERN MAN, WITH THE SKULL HAVING VERY THICK WALLS. WHETHER THE
BREAK IN THE SKULL WAS ACCIDENTAL OR MADE DELIBERATELY BY OTHERS CANNOT BE KNOWN, BUT EVIDENCE OF

DEATH BY ACCIDENT AMONGST FINDINGS IS QUITE COMMON.
NEANDERTHAL MAN WAS NOT SO PRIMITIVE AS ONCE THOUGHT. IT HAS BEEN SHOWN THAT THEY WERE EFFICIENT

HUNTERS; THEY UNDERSTOOD HOW TO USE THE SKINS OF ANIMALS AND HOW TO BUILD SOUND DWELLINGS. BURIALS



FOUND AT SITES IN FRANCE GIVE THEM AN AVERAGE LIFE SPAN OF AROUND THIRTY YEARS; INDIVIDUALS AGED ABOVE
FIFTY WERE RARE. THESE BURIALS SUGGEST THAT NEANDERTHAL MAN HAD SOME CONCEPTION OF A LIFE AFTER

DEATH, AND THAT CULTURAL RELIGIOUS RITUALS TOOK PLACE WITHIN A DEVELOPED COMMUNITY.

 


