
TONGAN CEREMONIAL PADDLE SHAPED CLUB
A RARE TONGAN CEREMONIAL PADDLE SHAPED CLUB 

THE BUTT END INLAID WITH SPERM WHALE IVORY. REMAINS OF AN OLD COLLECTION LABEL
OLD SMOOTH AND WORN PATINA

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 56CM LONG – 22 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

MANY OF THE FINE CLUBS MADE ON TONGA WERE KEPT FOR DANCING AND CEREMONIAL PURPOSES. THESE WERE
OFTEN MADE AS SCALED DOWN REPLICAS OF FIGHTING CLUBS AND WERE SOMETIMES MADE OF LIGHT SOFTWOODS

STAINED DARK TO RESEMBLE THE HEAVY HARDWOODS. THESE WERE ALSO AS CAREFULLY CRAFTED AND AS
BEAUTIFULLY FINISHED, AS THE BEST FIGHTING CLUBS FOR IT WAS BELIEVED THAT THE QUALITY OF A MAN’S WEAPON

BECAME THE SYMBOL OF HIS RANK.

 


