
RARE TONGAN LONG CEREMONIAL STAFF
A VERY RARE TONGAN LONG CEREMONIAL STAFF 

DECORATED WITH BLOCKS OF ZIGZAG MOTIFS INCORPORATING NINE CARVINGS OF BIRDS, MEN, TURTLES AND A DOG
OLD SMOOTH AND RICH PATINA
18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 144CM LONG – 56¾ INS LONG 
PLEASE CONTACT US FOR DETAILED IMAGES OF EACH STYLIZED GLYPH

 
LITERATURE

A TONGAN CARVER CAREFULLY DECORATED THE SURFACE OF THIS CEREMONIAL STAFF BY MEANS OF A SHARKS TOOTH
ENGRAVING TOOL WITH IDEOGRAPHS HIDDEN AMONGST THE CHEVRONS AND SHORT BANDS OF ZIGZAG MOTIFS. THESE
CARVED IMAGES ARE ESSENTIALLY ICONS OF THE NATURAL WORLD, AND WERE VIEWED AS TOTEMS THROUGH WHICH

THE ARTIST COMMUNICATED AND IDENTIFIED WITH THE ANCESTRAL SPIRITS AND GODS UPON WHOM ALL OF HIS FAMILY
AND COMMUNITY DEPENDED FOR THEIR CONTINUED WELLBEING.

THE IMAGES WERE USED AS SUPPLICATION TO THE GODS, TO SEEK THEIR BLESSING IN WAR AND THEIR INTERVENTION
IN TIMES OF NEED.

 


