
CHINESE ROOTWOOD BRUSH POT
A FINE CHINESE ROOTWOOD BRUSH POT

THE INTERIOR LINED WITH BLACK LACQUER, REMAINS OF AN OLD PAPER LABEL TO THE BASE
LATE MING DYNASTY 17TH CENTURY

OLD SMOOTH POLISHED PATINA
SIZE: 15CM HIGH, 20CM WIDE – 6 INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE CHINESE SCHOLAR FOR THEIR ROCK LIKE SCULPTURAL QUALITIES PRIZES UNIQUE FORMS SHAPED BY NATURE.
THIS GNARLED AND KNOBBY ROOT BRUSH POT IS PROBABLY FROM THE ROOT OF A BRIAR OR PERHAPS A HUGE

WISTERIA. IT HAS NOT BEEN CARVED OR ENHANCED OTHER THAN THE SMOOTHING OF THE TOP AND BOTTOM AND THE
HACKING OUT OF THE INSIDE WHICH HAS THEN BEEN CAREFULLY COATED IN BLACK LACQUER. THE NATURAL

CLUSTERS OF ROOT NODULES AND LUMPS COMBINE WITH THE STRONG FLOWING FORMS TO SUGGEST A FANTASTIC
LANDSCAPE WITH OUTCROPS OF ROCK PROJECTING AT ALL ANGLES. OBVIOUSLY TREASURED, THIS ROCK-LIKE

SCULPTURE WOULD HAVE BEEN JUDGED BY THE SAME STANDARDS AS THOSE FOR SCHOLAR’S ROCKS EXCEPT THAT
THIS OBJECT IS BOTH SCULPTURAL AND FUNCTIONAL.

 


