
INTERESTING SCRIMSHAW SPERM WHALE TOOTH
AN INTERESTING SCRIMSHAW SPERM WHALE TOOTH ATTRIBUTED TO THE ‘NAVAL ENGAGEMENT

ENGRAVER’
ENGRAVED WITH SIX GUN SHIPS FIRING BROADSIDE AT ONE ANOTHER, THE REVERSE WITH A WHALING SCENE.

AMERICAN OR ENGLISH
MID 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 15.5CM LONG, 8CM WIDE, 5CM DEEP – 6¼ INS LONG, 3¼ INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

AMERICAN SCRIMSHAW ARTISTS USED AS A SOURCE OF ILLUSTRATION FOR THESE SCENES OF NAVAL ENGAGEMENT A
PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED POPULAR COMPENDIUM OF HEROIC YANKEE NAVAL BATTLES FROM THE WAR OF 1812 CALLED

‘NAVAL MONUMENT’ BY ABEL BOWEN THAT WAS PUBLISHED IN SEVERAL CHEAP EDITIONS BETWEEN 1816 AND 1837. 
THE DEPICTING OF A WHALING SCENE TO THE REVERSE OF THE TOOTH IS SAID TO BE TYPICAL OF THE ‘NAVAL

ENGAGEMENT ENGRAVER’ WHO WAS MOST PROBABLY BRITISH AS SOME OF THE BATTLESHIPS PRESUMED TO BE DRAWN
BY HIM FLY THE UNION JACK. HOWEVER, BOTH AMERICAN AND BRITISH SCRIMSHAW ARTISTS PRODUCED THESE SCENES
IN THE MID 19TH CENTURY AND IT REMAINS UNDECIDED WHICH NATION OF WHALING SEAMEN ACTUALLY SCRIMSHAWED

THESE SCENES.

 


