
AMERICAN YOSEMITE SPECIMEN WOOD CASKET
A SUPERB AND INTERESTING AMERICAN YOSEMITE SPECIMEN WOOD CASKET

MADE BY JULIUS STARKE (1837 – 1918)
A HAND WRITTEN LIST DETAILING THE TWELVE SPECIMEN WOODS THE CASKET HAS BEEN MADE FROM WAS FOUND

INSIDE, SIGNED JULIUS STARKE, SANTA BARBARA
CIRCA 1880 – 1890 

SIZE: 18CM HIGH, 35CM WIDE, 7CM DEEP – 7 INS HIGH, 13¾ INS WIDE, 11 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

STARKE WAS BORN IN DRESDEN IN 1837 AND TRAVELLED TO AMERICA IN THE 1870’S, EVENTUALLY JOURNEYING TO
CALIFORNIA ON HORSEBACK. HE STUDIED THE FLORA OF THE YOSEMITE REGION WHOSE GRANDEUR HAD CAPTIVATED

HIM, DISCOVERING ONE OF THE WOODS USED TO MAKE THIS CASKET: ‘GARRYA FREMONTII’ WHICH WAS NAMED BY
STARKE AFTER JOHN C FREMONT, COMMANDER OF THE CALIFORNIA BATTALION DURING THE MEXICAN – AMERICAN WAR. 
STARKE BECAME INTERESTED IN A SHOP THEN OWNED BY ANOTHER GERMAN, ADOLPH SINNING. THIS YOSEMITE WOOD
CABINET SHOP WAS DESCRIBED IN A BOOK BY JAMES M HUTCHINGS OF 1888 ‘IN THE HEART OF THE SIERRA’S’ CHAPTER
XXIII; ‘WHEN YOU ARE WITHIN THIS ROOM, YOUR EYE FALLS UPON ANY ONE OF THE CREATIONS OF HIS GENIUS, YOU CAN

SEE AT A GLANCE MR SINNING HAS THE RARE GIFT OF UNITING THE TASTE OF THE ARTIST WITH THE SKILL OF THE
WORKMAN’.

JULIUS STARKE TOOK OVER THIS SHOP WHEN SINNING DIED IN 1889 AND WAS BY THEN EQUALLY WELL KNOWN FOR
WORKING WITH WOODS OF THE SIERRA NEVADA. STARKE ALSO HAD A SIMILAR SHOP SELLING CURIOSITIES AS WELL AS

HIS FURNITURE IN SANTA BARBARA WHERE HE HAD FIRST SETTLED IN THE EARLY 1880’S. 
IN 1905 HE PUBLISHED ‘CALIFORNIA WOODS’ IN WHICH HE CITED A TOTAL OF 41 WOODS THAT HE USED IN HIS WORK.
WHEN HE DIED IN 1918 HE WAS EULOGISED AS ‘ONE OF THE BEST KNOWN CHARACTERS IN SANTA BARBARA’ WHOSE

WOOD WORKING SKILLS ‘GAINED A NATIONWIDE REPUTATION’. THE SANTA BARBARA HISTORICAL SOCIETY HAS ONE OF
HIS CALIFORNIAN WOOD TABLES IN ITS COLLECTION.

 


