
ANCIENT ROMANO-EGYPTIAN CARVED LIMESTONE PRIAPIC FIGURE
AN ANCIENT ROMANO-EGYPTIAN CARVED LIMESTONE PRIAPIC FIGURE

TRACES OF RED PIGMENT 
TOGETHER WITH ANOTHER HOLDING A LARGE PHALLUS WRAPPED AROUND HIS SHOULDER, WORN SURFACE

3RD - 1ST CENTURY BC
SIZES: 11.5CM LONG – 4½ INS LONG AND 7.5CM HIGH – 3 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THERE STILL EXISTS TODAY THE POPULAR BELIEF THAT THE ‘FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE’ WAS ATTRIBUTABLE TO A
GREAT DEGREE TO SEXUAL EXCESS, BUT THERE IS NO GOOD REASON, ACADEMIC OR OTHERWISE, TO SUPPOSE THAT
THE ROMANS INDULGED IN SEXUAL EXCESS COMPARED WITH OTHER PEOPLES OF ANTIQUITY OR WITH OURSELVES.

THEY WERE MERELY LESS RETICENT THAN SOME IN TALKING ABOUT AND DEPICTING SEXUAL MATTERS.
FIGURES OF THIS TYPE HAVE BEEN FOUND AT POMPEII AND PROBABLY REPRESENT PRIAPUS, A DEITY WHO WAS ALWAYS

PHALLIC. AN EARLY FERTILITY GOD, HIS PARTICULAR RESPONSIBILITY WAS WITH GARDENS AND FARMS. THE PHALLUS
WAS NOT JUST AN EROTIC DEVICE; IT WAS ALSO REGARDED AS HAVING A PROTECTIVE AND APOTROPAIC FUNCTION.

 


