
GERMAN CROSSBOW ‘ARBALETE A JALET ’ WITH A HARDWOOD TILLER
A GERMAN CROSSBOW ‘ARBALETE A JALET ’ WITH A HARDWOOD TILLER INSET WITH AN ENGRAVED

BRASS STRENGTHENING PIECE, A TURNED IRON POMMEL WITH A IRON BOW
CIRCA 1680

SIZE: 75.5CM LONG, 63CM WIDE – 29¾ LONG, 24¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

IN THE TIME OF ELIZABETH I ‘ARBALEST ’ OR LIGHT FIGHTING CROSSBOWS WERE USED IN THE FIELD BY MEN
PROTECTED ONLY BY THEIR ARMOUR, AND THESE WOULD SHOOT ARROWS KNOWN AS BOLTS OR QUARRELS. THE

STOCK OF THE CROSSBOW WAS CALLED THE TILLER OR ARBRIER AND THE CATCH FOR HOLDING THE STRING, THE NUT.
HOWEVER, ‘ARBALETE A JALET ’ SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE HAVE A LONG LIGHT WOODEN STOCK ENDING IN A KNOB OR

BALL AND WERE ARRANGED TO SHOOT STONES, BULLETS OR CLAY PELLETS INSTEAD OF BOLTS. INTENDED MAINLY FOR
SPORT THEY WERE SOMETIMES ELABORATELY DECORATED AND WERE USED TO SHOOT GAME WELL INTO THE 18TH

CENTURY.

 


