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SPECIMEN OF COPAL, FOSSIL RESIN, CONTAINING A SWARM OF TINY FLIES AND OTHER INSECT

ASPECIMEN OF COPAL, FOSSIL RESIN, CONTAINING ASWARM OF TINY FLIES AND OTHER INSECT
INCLUSIONS. AN OLD LABEL READING ‘COPAL FROMZANZIBAR. PRESENTED BY D MREID, ESQ
20-30'000 YEARS OLD
SIZE: 6.5CMHIGH, 9CMWIDE, 7.5CMDEEP — 272 INS HIGH, 3'2INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

MANY OLD MASTER PAINTINGS WERE ORIGINALLY VARNISHED WITH LACQUERS PRODUCED FROMGROUND COPAL AND
AVBER. COPAL IS ASUB-FOSSIL RESIN OF SEVERAL THOUSAND YEARS OLD. AVBER IS SEVERAL MILLION YEARS OLD. PUT
CLOSE TO AFLAVE AVBER WILL SOFTEN AND BLACKEN WHEREAS COPAL WILL MELT AND LIQUEFY.

THE OLDEST COPAL DEPOSIT FROMMZUNAM IN JAPAN IS APPROXIMATELY 33’000 YEARS OLD AND WAS FORMED BY
TROPICAL LEGUME TREES. MOST COPAL OCCURS IN THE TROPICS OFTEN IN VERY WET TEMPERATE AREAS WHERE THE
TREE SPECIES ARE STILL EXTANT, SUCH AS EAST AND WESTERN AFRICA THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, AND SOUTH
AVERICAWHERE THE ARAUCARIANS, AGENUS OF CONIFER TREES IS INDIGENOUS. ON THE NORTH ISLAND OF NEW
ZEALAND COPAL IS OBTAINED FROMHUGE KAURI TREES. THE RESIN OOZES FROMUNDER THE BARK AND ACCUMULATES
ON THE FOREST FLOOR. BURIED FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS BY NEEDLES AND TWIGS THE SUBTERRANEAN KAURI GUM
IS SOMETIMES FOUND WHERE KAURI FORESTS NO LONGER EXIST.



