
LARGE JAPANESE CARVED IVORY OKIMONO OF A HUMAN SKULL
A SUPERB AND UNUSUALLY LARGE JAPANESE CARVED IVORY OKIMONO OF A HUMAN SKULL 

ENTWINED WITH SNAKES AND RATS
PERHAPS MADE BY A PARTICULAR WORKSHOP AS AN EXAMPLE OF EXCELLENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT

MEIJI PERIOD (1868-1912) CIRCA 1900
SIZE: 13CM HIGH, 14CM DEEP, 12.5CM WIDE – 5 INS HIGH, 5½ INS DEEP, 4¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

SHINTO ‘THE WAY OF THE GODS’ WAS THE STATE RELIGION UNDER THE MEIJI GOVERNMENT AND CENTERS ON THE
WORSHIP OF ‘KAMI’, DIVINITIES BELIEVED TO INHABIT EVERY DISTINCT PHENOMENON IN NATURE INCLUDING HUMANS.

THE JAPANESE ARE PARTICULARLY FASCINATED BY THE SUPERNATURAL. GHOST STORIES FEATURING SKELETONS AND
SKULLS AS SPECTERS ABOUND, WITH THE SKULL BEING A POPULAR SYMBOL OF THE TRANSIENCE OF LIFE IN JAPAN

JUST AS IT WAS IN EUROPE.

 


