
AN UNUSUAL AND CURIOUS CARVED AND ETCHED AUSTRALIAN COW HORN
AN UNUSUAL AND CURIOUS CARVED AND ETCHED AUSTRALIAN COW HORN 

DECORATED WITH AN EMU, A KANGAROO, THE FIGURE OF AN ADMIRALTY ISLANDER AND TWO STYLISED ARMOURIALS
SURMOUNTED WITH KANGAROO HEADS

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 38CM LONG – 15 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

CAPTAIN ARTHUR PHILIP ESTABLISHED A COLONY OF EUROPEANS AT SYDNEY COVE IN 1788 AND A TRADING SEAPORT
SOON FOLLOWED AND IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A SAILOR FROM SYDNEY WHO HAD ALSO VISITED THE ADMIRALTY ISLANDS ON

A VOYAGE MADE THIS HORN.
KANGAROOS WERE ONCE PLENTIFUL IN THE SYDNEY AREA AND ABORIGINES WERE OBSERVED USING A VARIETY OF

METHODS FOR HUNTING THEM, BUT ALTHOUGH THE YOUNG COLONY NEEDED A SUPPLY OF FRESH MEAT, KANGAROO
FLESH WAS NOT POPULAR WITH EUROPEANS. THE EMU IS ONE OF TWO FLIGHTLESS BIRDS IN AUSTRALIA AND WAS ONCE
HUNTED WIDELY. THEIR INQUISITIVE NATURE WAS OFTEN THEIR DOWNFALL AS THE HUNTERS WOULD MIMIC THEIR CALL

ATTRACTING THEM CLOSE ENOUGH TO CLUB OR SPEAR.
WIPED OUT IN THE WAVE OF SETTLEMENT THAT FOLLOWED 1788 THE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE IN THE AREA SURROUNDING

SYDNEY WERE GONE SO QUICKLY THAT THEIR CULTURE HAD SUNK WITHOUT TRACE ALMOST BEFORE ANYONE
NOTICED.

 


