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AN UNUSUAL AND CURIOUS BERING SEA ESKIMO OR ALEUTIAN ISLANDS, ALEUT CARVED WALRUS
IVORY AND WHALE BALEEN MODEL OF AN AMERICAN STEAM SHIP

WALRUS IVORY, WHALE BALEEN, SEAL GUT AND COTTON
CIRCA 1860 – 1870

SIZE: 23CM LONG, 5CM WIDE, 16CM HIGH – 9 INS LONG, 2 INS WIDE, 6¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

MINIATURE WALRUS IVORY CARVINGS HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE BERING SEA AREA AND THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS SINCE
PREHISTORIC TIMES. ONCE THEY SERVED A FUNCTIONAL PURPOSE AS AMULETS OR AS SUBSTITUTES FOR REAL

PEOPLE, ANIMALS AND SUPERNATURAL BEINGS, OR AS SYMBOLIC IMAGES USED FOR GRAVE GOODS. THIS DETAILED
CARVING WITH ITS INLAID BALEEN PORTHOLES AND PARKA CLAD SAILOR WAS HOWEVER, MADE FOR PLEASURE AND FOR

TRADE WITH THE EUROPEANS AND AMERICANS.

 


