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THE GREAT HORNBILL IS AN ENORMOUS BIRD LIVING IN HEAVY RAINFORESTS RANGING THROUGHOUT SOUTH EASTERN
ASIA, FROM WESTERN INDIA TO INDO-CHINA, AND SOUTH THROUGH MALAYA TO SUMATRA. ITS TAIL OFTEN REACHES 3

FOOT IN LENGTH AND THEIR OVER LARGE DOWN CURVED BILLS SURMOUNTED BY A GROTESQUE HORNY CASQUE ARE
THE HORNBILL’S HALLMARK. THEY FLY STRONGLY, ALTERNATING A SERIES OF SLOW HEAVY WING BEATS WITH SHORT

SAILING GLIDES THAT ARE AUDIBLE FOR SOME DISTANCE.
HORNBILLS ARE INTRIGUING AND FASCINATING BIRDS WITH UNIQUE HABITS, AND THE MOST PECULIAR OF ALL THEIR
IDIOSYNCRASIES ARE THEIR NESTING HABITS. THEY ARE BELIEVED TO PAIR FOR LIFE AND MOSTLY NEST IN NATURAL
TREE CAVITIES OR ENLARGED WOODPECKER HOLES. WHEN THE FEMALE IS READY TO LAY SHE GOES INTO THE HOLE
AND IS SEALED IN FOR THE DURATION. THEY BOTH WORK TOGETHER TO PLASTER UP THE HOLE WITH A COMBINATION

OF MUD, DIRT AND REGURGITATED MATTER, THE FEMALE FROM WITHIN AND THE MALE FROM WITHOUT, LEAVING A
NARROW SLIT IN THE CENTRE JUST WIDE ENOUGH FOR THE FEMALE TO POKE HER BILL THROUGH. AS A DEFENSIVE
MEASURE AGAINST THE RAIDS OF MONKEYS AND TREE SNAKES THIS DEVICE IS UNIQUELY EFFECTIVE. THE FEMALE
REMAINS IN THE NEST THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE INCUBATION PERIOD AND UNTIL THE YOUNG ARE AT LEAST HALF

GROWN; A MINIMUM OF 6 WEEKS AND SOMETIMES UP TO 3 MONTHS. THE BURDEN ON HER FAITHFUL MATE TO KEEP HER
AND OFFSPRING FED INCREASES AS THE YOUNG GROW AND USUALLY WHEN THE NESTLINGS ARE HALF GROWN THE

MALE AND FEMALE CHIP ENOUGH OF THE HARD ENTRANCE BLOCK AWAY FOR HER TO GET OUT AND ASSIST HIM IN THE
SEARCH FOR SUITABLE FRUITS, BERRIES AND INSECTS. AMAZINGLY THE YOUNG BIRDS FREQUENTLY PLASTER UP THE

HOLE AGAIN FROM THE INSIDE HAVING JUST ENOUGH ROOM FOR FOOD TO BE PASSED INTO THEM.
BECAUSE OF THESE UNIQUE NESTING HABITS, AND THEIR MARTIAL FIDELITY, HORNBILLS ARE HIGHLY REGARDED BY

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES WHO MAKE AND USE SYMBOLIC REPRESENTATIONS OF THE BIRD IN RITUAL CEREMONIES, AND
PRIZE THE HORNY BILL FOR ITS AMULETIC PROPERTIES.

 


