Finch & C°

NEW ZEALAND MAORI GREENSTONE ‘MERE POUNAMU’

ANEW ZEALAND MAORI GREENSTONE ‘MERE POUNAMU
OLD WORN AND SMOOTH PATINAWITH ASTONE DRILLED HOLE FOR ADOG SKIN WRIST THONG
18TH - EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 30.5CMLONG, 9CMWIDE — 12 INS LONG, 372 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THIS SHORT HAND CLUB HAS ATHIN, SHARP, TRANSLUCENT, KNIFE LIKE EDGE AND IS OF A GREATER AGE THAN THE
WIDER, FATTER AND BLUNTER ‘MERE POUNAWU'.

MAORI WARFARE WAS A TAPU' ACTIMTY RESTRICTED BY CERTAIN RULES OF CONDUCT AND OBSERVANCES SUCH AS
RITUALS TO PROTECT THE WARRIORS CARRIED OUT PRIOR TO THEIR DEPARTURE OR THE KILLING OF THE FIRST
INDIVIDUAL TO CROSS THE PATH OF THE WAR PARTY. CLOSE PERSONAL COVBAT PROVIDED THE BEST OPPORTUNITIES
FOR AN INDIMDUAL WARRIOR TO DISPLAY HIS STRENGTH AND SKILL, WHICH WERE ALSO EXPRESSIONS OF HIS ‘MANA.
SHORT AND LONG CLUBS WERE THEREFORE THE FAVOURED WEAPONS RATHER THAN THROWING SPEARS OR OTHER
PROJECTILES. THE SHORT CLUB WAS HELD IN THE WAR BELT, WHICH WAS THEIR ONLY DRESS FOR FIGHTING.

THE SHORT CLUB WAS DESIGNED FOR AFORWARD THRUST INSTEAD OF ADOWNWARD BLOW THAT IS CHARACTERISTIC
OF OTHER FORMS OF CLUBS, AND WAS USED FOR QUICK INFIGHTING IN WHICH AFRACTION OF ASECOND WAS TOO
IMPORTANT TO WASTE IN RAISING THE WEAPON TO STRIKE ABLOW. AHALF ARM JAB WOULD BRING THE FRONT EDGE OF
THE CLUB INTO CONTACT WITH THE TEMPLE, NECK OR RIBS.

OF ALL THE SHORT WEAPONS MADE OF STONE, WOOD OR BONE THE ‘MERE POUNAWMU’, THE JADE THRUSTING AND
CLEAVING CLUB WAS HELD IN THE HIGHEST REGARD. IT WAS THE ONLY MAORI WEAPON MADE OF JADE AND WAS UNIQUE
TONEW ZEALAND.



