
FIJIAN FLY WHISK HANDLE ‘I ROI’ THE SINNET NUT FIBRE BRUSH MISSING
A FINE FIJIAN FLY WHISK HANDLE ‘I ROI’ THE SINNET NUT FIBRE BRUSH MISSING 

BEAUTIFUL SMOOTH SILKY RED-BROWN PATINA
18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 43CM LONG – 17 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THROUGHOUT POLYNESIA FLYWHISKS WERE A SYMBOL OF CHIEFLY RANK AND WERE FOUND IN THE POSSESSION OF
CHIEFS OR MEN OF PRIVILEGE. HOWEVER, WHATEVER THEIR ULTIMATE SIGNIFICANCE WAS FLYWHISKS ORIGINATED OUT

OF NECESSITY AS MANY OF THE SMALL ISLANDS OF THE PACIFIC SUPPORT ENORMOUS POPULATIONS OF FLIES. THE
FLYWHISK CAN BE SEEN BEING USED BY EARLY SETTLERS ON FIJI IN 19TH CENTURY PHOTOGRAPHS AND TO HAVE BEEN

SO QUICKLY ADOPTED BY THEM THE NUMBERS OF FLIES MUST HAVE BEEN A SEVERE PROBLEM.
SOMETIMES FLYWHISKS WERE RECYCLED FROM OTHER OBJECTS SUCH AS THE HANDLE OR SHAFT OF AN OLD FIGHTING
CLUB OR A SPEAR POINT WHICH BROUGHT WITH THEM ‘MANA’ FROM THEIR PREVIOUS USE. THE COLOUR AND PATINA ON

THIS WHISK HANDLE IS EXCEPTIONAL, WHICH SUGGESTS IT IS OF A GREAT AGE.

 


