
WEST AFRICAN LOANGO COAST KONGO OR VILI PEOPLES CARVED IVORY TUSK
A WEST AFRICAN LOANGO COAST KONGO OR VILI PEOPLES CARVED IVORY TUSK

19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 33.5CM LONG – 13¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

LOANGO IVORY CARVED TUSKS HAVE THEIR ORIGINS IN THE AFRO-PORTUGUESE IVORY CARVINGS PRODUCED AT THE
END OF THE 15TH CENTURY. BOTH WERE PRODUCED USING TRADED EUROPEAN IRON TOOLS IN AFRICAN WORKSHOPS

ALONG THE LOANGO COAST THAT SPECIALISED IN MAKING CARVED IVORY OBJECTS FOR THE FOREIGN TRADE. 
EVIDENCE OF THE DAILY LIVES OF THE PEOPLE, AND ALL THE COMMODITIES BOUGHT AND SOLD IN THE AREA AROUND
THE MOUTH OF THE ZAIRE RIVER BY EUROPEAN AND AFRICAN MERCHANTS ALIKE CAN BE FOUND ON THESE TUSKS.

THERE ARE DEPICTIONS OF MONKEYS, BIRDS, SERPENTS AND SNAKES AND AN ANTELOPE AS WELL AS PEOPLE ON THIS
TUSK. 

THE SCENES ARE SEPARATE VIGNETTES AND NOT MEANT TO BE READ AS A CONTINUOUS STORY LINE. THE SPIRAL BAND
ACTS AS A GROUND LINE FOR THE PROCESSION OF FIGURES SEEN IN PROFILE AND PROBABLY ALLUDES TO THE PATH

THAT THE PEOPLE BELIEVE THE DEAD FOLLOW FROM EARTH TO THE ANCESTRAL REALM AND BACK AGAIN TO BE
REBORN.

 


