Finch & C°

WEST AFRICAN BENIN CARVED COCONUT CONTAINER

AWEST AFRICAN BENIN CARVED COCONUT CONTAINER
DEPICTING AEUROPEAN WITH HIS HEAD SEVERED FROMHIS BODY GRASPING ASNAKE AND ABOOK, APADLOCK ABOVE
HIS HEAD. THE OBADRESSED IN CEREMONIAL ATTIRE WITH HIS SWORD AND SCEPTRE, WITH APRIEST HOLDING A
LANCE. THE STOPPER AND CHAIN ATTACHVENT MISSING
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 11.5CMHIGH, 9CMWIDE — 42 INS HIGH, 3'2 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

APART FROMTHE NUMEROUS CARVED BENIN IVORIES THAT HAVE SURMVED, WOOD AND OTHER CARVINGS ALSO EXIST
THAT WERE MADE BY THE OMADA OR COURT PAGES WHO BELONGED TO THE PERSONAL SERVANTS OF THE OBA THE
OMADAHELD THE OFFICE OF APAGE FOR APERIOD OF 6 TO 20 YEARS. THEIR MOST IMPORTANT FUNCTION BEING THAT
OF CARRYING THE STATELY SWORD ‘ADA DURING THE PUBLIC APPEARANCES OF THE OBA
THE OMADAWERE ALLOWED TO LEARN THE CRAFT OF CARVING AND EXCEPTIONALLY GIFTED CRAFTSMVEN WHERE
OFTEN TAKEN UNDER THE OBA'S PERSONAL CARE ONCE THEY HAD LEFT THEIR OFFICIAL POSITION. EUROPEANS WERE
FAVOURITE MOTIFS ON OMADA CARVINGS IN WOOD AND COCONUT, AND THE FOREIGNERS FREQUENTLY BOUGHT THE
WORKS OF ART ON WHICH THEY WERE DEPICTED.



