Finch & C°

SOUTH AFRICAN ZULU CARVED HARDWOOD PRESTIGE DANCE STAFF AND CLUB

ASUPERB SOUTH AFRICAN ZULU CARVED HARDWOOD PRESTIGE DANCE STAFF AND CLUB
SMOQOTH VELVETY PATINA, PRONOUNCED TIGERING IN THE RIPPLED HARD WOOD SHAFT AND HEAD
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 48CMLONG— 19 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THIS RARE AND ELEGANT STAFF OF ANTHROPOMORPHIC FORMWOULD HAVE BEEN USED AS APRESTIGE ITEMON
FESTIVE OCCASIONS LIKE WEDDINGS AND CELEBRATIONS, IN HONOUR OF THE ANCESTORS, BY CHIEFS OR MEN OF
GREAT RANK. IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BEATEN AGAINST ASMALL DANCE SHIELD.

ENORMOUS SYMBOLIC POWER AND VALUE WAS OFTEN ATTACHED TO ZULU STAFFS OF THIS CALIBRE AS THEY HAD A
CAPACITY TO CONTAIN AN ANCESTRAL PRESENCE AS WELL AS BEING INTIMATELY BOUND UP WITH THE IDENTITY OF THE
MAN TO WHOMIT BELONGED. SEEN FROMDIFFERENT ANGLES THIS STAFF IMTATES THE HEAD OF AMAN, COW AND BIRD.



