
AN ENGLISH MALACCA WALKING STICK
AN ENGLISH MALACCA WALKING STICK, THE TOP CARVED WITH AN UNUSUAL IVORY HEAD OF A COURT 

JESTER 
CIRCA 1870 

SIZE: 88CM LONG – 34¾ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

DEPICTED IN THE BAYEUX TAPESTRY OF THE 11TH CENTURY IS KING HAROLD’S COURT JESTER. HE IS SHOWN AS A
DWARF WITH BEARD AND FOOLS CAP PULLING ON THE REIGNS OF THE KING’S HORSE. A MANUSCRIPT OF 1338-44 IN THE
BODLEIAN LIBRARY ‘ROMANS D’ALEXANDRE’ DEPICTS MEMBERS OF A FOOL SOCIETY IN ‘DANCING REVELRY’ DRESSED IN

THE SAME ATTIRE AS IS THIS CARVED IVORY JESTER. 
WILL SOMER IS PERHAPS ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS ENGLISH FOOLS IN HISTORY. ACTING AS HENRY VIII’S PERSONAL

COURT JESTER HE IS SAID TO HAVE EXERCISED A BENEFICENT INFLUENCE ON HIS ROYAL PATRON.

 


