Finch & C°

TWO PRE HISTORIC NATIVE AMERICAN HOPEWELL MOUND PEOPLES BIRD STONES

TWO PRE HISTORIC NATIVE AVERICAN HOPEWELL MOUND PEOPLES BIRD STONES
ONE CARVED FROM GREEN GNEISS STONE THE OTHER FROMBANDED SLATE THE UNDERSIDES WITH HOLES FOR
ATTACHVENT
OLD SMOOTH AND WORN PATINA

CIRCA1500-1000B.C

SIZE: 4 5CMHIGH, 3SCMWIDE, 9CMDEEP — 1% INS HIGH, 1% INS WIDE, 32 INS DEEP

5CMHIGH, 3.5CMWIDE, 9.5CMDEEP —2 INS HIGH, 172 INS WIDE, 3% INS DEEP

LEFT HAND BIRD SOLD

LITERATURE

THE HOPEWELL PEOPLE ARE PARTICULARLY KNOWN FOR THEIR TRADITION OF BURYING THE DEAD IN MOUNDS AND
MOST HOPEWELL ART OCCURS AS COMPONENTS OF MORTUARY OFFERINGS. ALARGE PERCENTAGE OF BOTH MEN AND
WOMEN HAD FUNERARY GIFTS PLACED WITH THEM OR WERE WEARING DURABLE ORNAVENTS OR WEAPONRY. WORKS

OF ART SUCH AS THESE BIRD STONES FIGURED IMPORTANTLY IN THE MORTUARY RITUALS THAT HELPED TO ASSERT A
PERSONAL AND COLLECTIVE TRIBAL IDENTITY.

THE FORMAND CONTEXT OF THE MOUND PEOPLES ART CLEARLY SHOWS THAT THE HUMAN-ANIMAL RELATIONSHIP WAS
AKEY PART OF THEIR BELIEFS. THE SPIRITUAL IMAGERY OF THEIR SOCIETIES SUGGESTS ASENSE OF COMMUNITY
BETWEEN PEOPLE AND ANIMALS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF RITUAL IN MAINTAINING OR RENEWING ANATURAL CYCLE OF
FERTILITY AND THE WELL BEING OF BOTH.



