
AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL WESTERN DESERT SHIELD ‘WUNDA’
AN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL WESTERN DESERT SHIELD ‘WUNDA’

AGED SMOOTH PATINA, ESPECIALLY TO THE HANDLE ON REVERSE. AN OLD AND NIBBLED EDGE TO THE BOTTOM
WOOD, WHITE CLAY AND RED OCHRE

19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 86CM LONG, 16CM WIDE – 33¾ INS LONG, 6¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

IN 1791 GEORGE VANCOUVER, COMMANDER OF HMS DISCOVERY LANDED IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA AND NAMED THE AREA
KING GEORGE’S SOUND, BUT IT WAS NOT UNTIL 1826 THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES ESTABLISHED A

SMALL SETTLEMENT THERE. THE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE OF THE AREA WERE TRADING ARTEFACTS WITH EUROPEANS
FROM THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY, WITH MANY OF THESE BEING MADE SPECIFICALLY FOR TRADE. THESE ARTEFACTS

CONSISTED MOSTLY OF HAMMERS, HAND CLUBS, SPEARS AND TAAP KNIVES WHICH REQUIRED LITTLE EFFORT TO MAKE
AND WOULD BE READILY OFFERED FOR BARTER. IN DECEMBER 1821 THE SHIP MERMAID SPENT SEVERAL DAYS AT KINGS
GEORGES SOUND AND PHILIP PARKER KING NOTED THAT THE VALUE OF EACH ARTEFACT OFFERED FOR TRADE RANGED

FROM HALF TO ONE EIGHTH OF A SHIPS BISCUIT. 
HOWEVER, SHIELDS WERE NOT SO EASILY OBTAINED AS THEY TOOK MANY HOURS TO MAKE AND WERE HELD SACRED
AND IN HIGH REGARD BY THE ABORIGINALS. THIS SHIELD SHOWS SIGNS OF GREAT AGE AND ORIGINATES FROM THE

MURCHISON DISTRICT AND SOUTHWEST REGION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

 


