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TWO POLYNESIAN SOCIETY ISLANDS FISHING LURE HOOKS

A. A SOCIETY ISLANDS ONE PIECE FISHING LURE HOOK. A SINGLE CURVE OF CARVED PEARL SHELL, DARK ON ONE SIDE
WITH A SMALL LATERAL SHANK LUG FOR A SNOOD

B. A SOCIETY ISLANDS COMPOSITE FISHING LURE HOOK WITH A PEARL SHELL SHANK AND CARVED BONE POINT PIERCED
ONCE, TWISTED FIBRE BINDING AND SNOOD WITH THE REMAINS OF A DOUBLE HACKLE

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 3.5CM LONG – 1½ INS LONG (MIN.)

 
LITERATURE

THE CANOES USED FOR FISHING IN THE SOCIETY ISLANDS WERE USUALLY SMALL DUGOUTS WITH AN OUTRIGGER FOR
STABILITY. FISH WAS THE STAPLE PROTEIN OF THE ISLANDS AND MANY DIFFERENT SPECIES WERE CAUGHT WITH BONITO

BEING THE FAVOURITE. THESE WERE CAUGHT WITH LURE HOOKS USED WITH A ROD AND DRAWN SWIFTLY ALONG THE
SURFACE OF THE WATER. THE CURVED ONE-PIECE PEARL SHELL LURES WERE NOT BAITED, BUT CUT TO RESEMBLE A

WORM AND THESE WERE USED TO CATCH SMALLER FISH IN THE LAGOONS AND STREAMS.

 


