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A SUPERB AND RARE COLLECTION OF 28 STEEL. AND WOOD SCALE MODEL WHALING INSTRUMENTS

ASUPERB AND RARE COLLECTION OF 28 STEEL AND WOOD SCALE MODEL WHALING INSTRUMENTS
CONTAINED IN THEIR ORIGINAL MAHOGANY BOXWITH ASILVER PLAQUE ON THE INNER LID INSCRIBED: ‘AMODEL OF
INSTRUMENTS AND APPARATUS USED IN GREENLAND WHALE FISHERY. MADE BY T PIERCY 1820°
SOME IMPLEMENTS WITH THEIR OWN STEEL LABELS ATTACHED: ‘FLINCHING SPADE’, ‘SPEAR HARPOON', ‘STRAND KNIFE',
ETC.

CIRCA1820
SIZE: 9.5CMHIGH, 30CMWIDE, 10CMDEEP — 3% INS HIGH, 11% INS WIDE, 4 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

ALTHOUGH CALLED THE ‘ROYAL FISH OF ENGLISH MONARCHS THE WHALE IS NETHERTHELESS AWARMBLOODED
MAVIMAL. AT BIRTH ABABY BLUE WHALE MEASURES OVER 20 FEET WHICH MAKES HIMLARGER THAN ANY FULLY GROWN
LAND ANIMAL. FOR SHEER SIZE THE BLUE WHALE IS LARGER THAN ANY KNOWN PREHISTORIC DINOSAUR. ABLUE WHALE
OF 89 FEET; WEIGHED 119 TONS, THE EQUIVALENT TO 20 ELEPHANTS, AND YIELDED 166 BARRELS OF OIL. IN ABSOLUTE
STRENGTH THE WHALE IS THE STRONGEST CREATURE ON EARTH. WHEN HE TRAVELS AT THE RATE OF 10 KNOTS AN
HOUR THE WHALE DEVELOPS ABOUT 47 HORSEPOWER AND CAN TOW AKILLER BOAT UP TO SEVEN HOURS BEFORE
REACHING EXHAUSTION. WHALES HAVE BEEN KNOVWN TO WRECK WHALE-SHIPS AND IN 1820 THE AVERICAN SHIP
‘ESSEX WAS RAMMVED TWICE BY ASPERMWHALE AND SANK IN TEN MINUTES.

ENGLISH WHALING GEAR OF THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY WAS ILLUSTRATED IN WILLIAM SCORESBY JR'S. BOOK ‘AN
ACCOUNT OF THE ARCTIC REGIONS WITH AHISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE NORTHERN WHALE FISHERY .
PUBLISHED IN 1820 THE APPARATUS SHOWN IS IDENTICAL TO THE MODEL INSTRUMENTS IN THIS COLLECTION. WILLIAM
SCORESBY JR. WAS ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS WHALING CAPTAINS AND THE SON OF ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL WHALER
WILLIAMSCORESBY SNR., OF WHITBY IN YORKSHIRE. AS WELL AS WHALING HE EXPLORED AND MAPPED THE COASTS
ALONG WHICH HE FISHED AND MADE OBSERVATIONS ON NATURAL HISTORY, METEOROLOGY AND OCEANOGRAPHY. HE
INVENTED MANY IMPROVEMENTS IN WHALING GEAR, AS HAD HIS FATHER WHO DEVISED THE BARREL LIKE ‘CROWS NEST
TO REPLACE THE FLIMSY CANVAS PROTECTION FOR THE LOOKOUT AT THE MASTER-HEAD. IT IS VERY PROBABLE THAT
THESE MODEL INSTRUMENTS WERE MADE TO DEMONSTRATE AND REFLECT WILLIAMSCORESBY JR'S. INVENTIONS AND
IMPROVEMENTS.



