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A RARE NEW BRITAIN, BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO CARVED HARDWOOD DANCE CLUB

A FIBRE BINDING TO ONE END ENTWINED WITH NUMEROUS SMALL SEASHELLS
SMOOTH AND SILKY OLD PATINA

SIZE: 130CM LONG – 51¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

NEW BRITAIN IS THE LARGEST OF ALL THE ISLANDS IN THE BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO. NAMED BY CARTERET IN 1767 THE
AREA HAS HAD CONTINUOUS CONTACT WITH EUROPEANS SINCE THE ENGLISH EXPLORER AND BUCCANEER WILLIAM

DAMPIER’S VISIT IN 1700. WHALING SHIPS AND TRADERS VISITED THE ISLAND THROUGHOUT THE 18TH AND 19TH
CENTURIES, AND IN RECENT TIMES NEW BRITAIN WAS OF STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE DURING THE 2ND WORLD WAR. 

IN NEW BRITAIN NASSA CAMELUS SHELLS WERE USED AS CURRENCY. THEY WERE THREADED IN THEIR THOUSANDS
THROUGH HOLES PIERCED IN THEIR BACKS ONTO LONG LENGTHS OF RATTAN OR PLAITED FIBRE AND THEN STORED

UNTIL NEEDED WHEN THEY WOULD BE PRESENTED IN LARGE ROLLS.
THE INHABITANTS OF THE GAZELLE PENINSULA KNOWN AS THE GUNANTUNA (TOLAI) PEOPLE WERE KNOWN FOR THEIR

WELL-MADE WAR CLUBS AND THIS DANCE CLUB HAS POSSIBLY BEEN MADE BY THEM.

 


