
A RARE PORTRAIT OF A NATIVE AMERICAN BLACKFOOT CHIEF
A RARE PORTRAIT OF A NATIVE AMERICAN BLACKFOOT CHIEF WEARING AN EAGLE FEATHER WAR 

BONNET OVER HIS LONG HAIR
OIL ON CANVAS.

THE CANVAS STAMPED TO THE REVERSE ‘WOLFSON QUEEN ST. C. TORONTO’ 
CIRCA 1840 – 1850

SIZE: 59CM HIGH, 44CM WIDE – 23¼ INS HIGH, 17¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

WHEN THE AMERICAN ARTIST GEORGE CATLIN SET UP HIS EASEL AMID THE BLACKFEET WARRIORS IN 1832 HE FOUND A
VIGOROUS PEOPLE WITH A WAY OF LIFE THAT WAS AT ITS CULTURAL ZENITH. HE ESTIMATED THE CONFEDERACY’S

POPULATION AT 16’500. THE GERMAN EXPLORER PRINCE MAXIMILIAN ZU WIED AND THE SWISS ARTIST KARL BODMER,
VISITING A YEAR LATER PUT THE POPULATION CLOSER TO TWENTY THOUSAND. CATLIN CALLED THE BLACKFEET ‘THE
MOST POWERFUL TRIBE OF INDIANS ON THE CONTINENT’ BUT BY 1837 A SMALLPOX PANDEMIC HAD SCOURGED THE
UPPER MISSOURI RIVER HOMELANDS AND THE TRIBE WAS DECIMATED. ITS SURVIVAL AND RECOVERY SPEAK OF AN

ENDURING PEOPLE.
CATLIN WAS A PHILADELPHIA PORTRAITIST WITH A DESIRE TO PORTRAY ‘MAN IN THE SIMPLICITY AND LOFTINESS OF HIS
NATURE’. HE FOLLOWED THE LEWIS AND CLARK TRAIL FOR 2000 MILES UP THE MISSOURI RIVER AND PRODUCED 135
PAINTINGS ALONG THE WAY. THE SIOUX, AMAZED BY HIS ABILITY TO CAPTURE THE LIKENESS OF A HUMAN ON CANVAS

HAILED HIM AS A POWERFUL MEDICINE MAN.
IT IS TO GEORGE CATLIN AND KARL BODMER THAT CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN FOR ‘ESTABLISHING THE PLAINS INDIAN AS

THE TYPICAL AMERICAN INDIAN IN THE MINDS OF MILLIONS’. (JOHN C EWERS).

 


