
A CELTIC VOTIVE HEAD OF A MAN, PROBABLY BRITISH
A CELTIC VOTIVE HEAD OF A MAN, PROBABLY BRITISH

LIMESTONE BLACKENED BY EXPOSURE. WITH INVENTORY NO. ‘M 548’ TO THE TOP OF THE HEAD
2ND – 3RD CENTURY AD

SIZE: 22.5CM HIGH, 14CM WIDE, 22CM DEEP – 8½ INS HIGH, 5½ INS WIDE, 8¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE AUSTERE AND ABSTRACT AESTHETIC PORTRAYED BY THESE ANCIENT CELTIC HEADS IS BOTH POWERFUL AND
DISCONCERTING. THE MINIMAL CARVING AND THE REDUCTION OF THE HEADS FEATURES TO ESSENTIALLY GEOMETRIC
FORMS SHOWN IN THE EXPRESSIONLESS LENTOID EYES AND SCHEMATICALLY SUGGESTED HAIR GIVE THE FIGURE A

SENSE AND FEELING OF MODERNISM. 
THE HEAD MAY WELL REPRESENT A LOCAL DEITY AND WAS PROBABLY INTENDED FOR RITUALISTIC PURPOSES AS PART
OF THE CELTIC CULT OF THE HEAD. THE CLASSICAL AUTHORS DIODORUS SICULUS, STRABO AND LIVY RECORDED HOW

CELTIC CHIEFS PRIZED TROPHY HEADS OF THEIR ENEMIES AND DISPLAYED THEM IN A TEMPLE WITHIN THEIR CAMPS,
AND AS CULT OBJECTS THE STONE HEADS POSSIBLY FUNCTIONED AS SURROGATES FOR ACTUAL DECAPITATED HUMAN

HEADS TAKEN IN BATTLE.
THE VENERATION OF THE HUMAN HEAD WAS ROOTED IN THE CELTIC RELIGIOUS SYSTEM, WHICH REGARDED THE HEAD

BOTH AS THE SEAT OF SOUL AND AS CAPABLE OF INDEPENDENT BEING. ITS INHERENT POWERS COULD PROTECT
AGAINST EVIL AND WERE A SOURCE OF MAGICAL POWER AND PROTECTION. THE CELTIC REVERENCE FOR THE HEAD

LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF THE HEAD AS THE LOCUS OF THE SOUL WHICH IS THE REASON WHY
THE HEADS OF CHRISTIAN SAINTS WERE OFTEN PRESERVED AS SACRED RELICS.

 


