
AN INTERESTING PAIR OF PEARL OYSTER SHELLS ‘PINCTADA MARTENSI’
AN INTERESTING PAIR OF PEARL OYSTER SHELLS ‘PINCTADA MARTENSI’ 

FINELY ENGRAVED WITH SCENES OF GRIZZLY BEAR HUNTING IN THE CANADIAN WILDERNESS 
CIRCA 1860 

SIZE: 20CM HIGH, 17CM WIDE – 8 INS HIGH, 6¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE ENGRAVERS OF PLAQUES FOR GUNSTOCKS WHO WORKED IN THE ARMS INDUSTRIES WERE CRAFTSMEN TRAINED
IN THE RELEVANT TECHNIQUES THAT COULD EASILY BE TRANSFERRED TO MOTHER OF PEARL. MAKERS OF ORNAMENTS
FOR THE BUTTS OF MUSKETS, RIFLES AND PISTOLS WERE LONG ACCUSTOMED TO THE CRAFT OF CUTTING OUT INLAYS
OF MOTHER OF PEARL WHICH WERE DECORATED BY BLACK LINE ENGRAVINGS BEFORE BEING LET INTO THE WOODEN

STOCKS. IT IS THEREFORE MOST PROBABLE THAT ONE OF THESE ARMS ENGRAVERS USING PRINTS AS HIS SOURCE
ETCHED THESE PLAQUES. THE ENGRAVED LINES WERE CUT WITH THE SAME TOOL, A MUSHROOM HANDLED GRAVER,

WHICH CUT LINES IN A COPPER PLATE AND THE LINES DARKENED WITH POWDERED CHARCOAL MIXED WITH WAX OR OIL.
IN MANY CULTURES, INCLUDING THAT OF THE NATIVE AMERICANS, BEARS HAVE BEEN THE SUBJECT OF MYTHS AND

CULTS AND THEY WERE OFTEN REGARDED IN THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE AS THE ‘KING OF THE ANIMALS’ BECAUSE
OF THEIR SIZE AND STRENGTH. BEARS WALK ON THE SOLES OF THEIR FEET AND ARE OMNIVOROUS ALTHOUGH PLANT
MATERIAL FEATURES MORE THAN ANIMALS IN THEIR DIET, WITH THE ONE EXCEPTION OF THE POLAR BEAR, WHICH IS

PURELY CARNIVOROUS. STONE AGE PAINTINGS AND BONE FRAGMENTS FOUND IN CAVES INDICATE THAT OUR
PREHISTORIC ANCESTORS HUNTED BEARS.

 


