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A FRENCH SLATE SUNDIAL DATED 1661

THE HORIZONTAL DIAL WITH ROMAN NUMERALS AROUND A CENTRAL COMPASS POINT THE GNOMON MISSING
17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 33CM HIGH, 31CM WIDE – 13INS HIGH, 12¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

‘ONCE UPON A TIME’ EVERY CLOCK, LARGE OR SMALL, REQUIRED A SUNDIAL AS A COMPARISON TO CHECK THAT IT WAS
KEEPING THE CORRECT TIME. SUNDIALS WERE RELATIVELY INEXPENSIVE TO PRODUCE COMPARED TO SPECIALISED

MECHANICAL CLOCKS AND POCKET WATCHES AND SO ARE FOUND IN A WIDE VARIETY OF FORMS. MOST SUNDIALS
FUNCTION BY CASTING A SHADOW ON THE MARKED OUT HORIZONTAL SURFACE; THE HOURS MARKED AT GRADUATED
DISTANCES, AND THE GNOMON OR STYLE, WHICH IS PARALLEL TO THE EARTH’S AXIS AND POINTING TO THE NORTH,

CASTS A SHADOW. DEPENDANT UPON THE LONGITUDE EVERY REGION HAD ITS OWN TIME UNTIL THE INVENTION IN THE
MID 19TH CENTURY OF THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH WHICH MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR A NATIONAL STANDARD TIME, LIKE
BRITISH GREENWICH MEANTIME, TO EXIST AND BE WIDELY KNOWN. NOW ALMOST COMPLETELY SUPERSEDED BY THE

PROLIFERATION OF CLOCKS AND WATCHES THE SUNDIAL ONLY SURVIVES ORNAMENTALLY IN GARDENS.

 


