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AN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL HARDWOOD NARROW WEDGE SHAPED PARRYING SHIELD

AN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL HARDWOOD NARROW WEDGE SHAPED PARRYING SHIELD
THE LATTICE DECORATION WITH TRACES OF WHITE PIPE CLAY
DARLING RIVER REGION, NEW SOUTH WALES
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 82.5CMLONG, 10.5CMWIDE — 32% INS LONG, 4”2 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

LIKE MOST GREAT ART THE BEST AND MOST SIGNIFICANT ABORIGINAL ART IS AMANIFESTATION OF SPIRITUAL BELIEFS,
BUT UNLIKE THE CHRISTIAN OR ISLAMIC RELIGIONS THE ABORIGINES HAVE NO EVANGELISTIC ZEAL. THE ABORIGINES DO
NOT WANT CONVERTS; IN FACT THEY DISCOURAGE INTEREST IN THEIR RELIGIOUS PRACTICES. ALTHOUGH VISUALLY
BEAUTIFUL TOWESTERN EYES THESE OBJECTS WITH THEIR LINEAR PATTERNS ALSO HAVE ALINK TO THE ABORIGINAL
CONCEPT OF THE UNITY OF LIFE. TO PENETRATE THE TRUE MEANING OF THESE OBJECTS IT IS NECESSARY TO DEVELOP
AN EMOTIONAL LINK WITH ABORIGINAL CULTURE, WHICH IS DIFFICULT FOR WESTERNERS. ART, LANGUAGE, LIFE AND
DEATH, FOOD, RELIGION AND EVERY OTHER IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF EXISTENCE MERGE INTO ONE UNIFYING LIFE
FORCE. NONE ARE EXTRACTED AS INDIVIDUAL CONCEPTS AND NATURE IS NOT CATEGORISED INTO LEVELS OF
IMPORTANCE. TO THE ABORIGINAL, THE WORLD OF LEGENDS IS AS REAL AS OBSERVED PHENOMENA THUS BEYOND THE
VISUAL APPEAL OF THE SHIELD AND ITS PRACTICAL USE IN PARRYING THE BLOWS OF CLUBS LIES ANOTHER PROFOUND
WORLD OF ABORIGINAL MEANING.



