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A FINE ANGLO INDIAN RAJ MINIATURE OIL PAINTING ON IVORY

DEPICTING THE THREE CHILDREN OF SIR JOHN AND LADY LOGIN WITH THEIR AYAH AND INDIAN PLAYMATE. THEIR TOYS
ON THE CARPET, A MOUNTAINOUS VIEW BEYOND THROUGH THE WINDOW

INSCRIBED TO THE REVERSE:
‘EDWARD WILLIAM SPENCER LOGIN B 1843’
‘LENA MARGARET CAMBELL LOGIN B 1845’

‘LOUISA MARION D’ARCY LOGIN B 1846’
‘PAINTED BY AN INDIAN ARTIST’

CIRCA 1847 – 1848
SIZE: 9.5CM HIGH, 13CM WIDE – 3¾ INS HIGH, 5 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

SIR JOHN SPENCER LOGIN (1809 – 1863) DEPARTED FROM EDINBURGH FOR INDIA IN 1831 TO WORK AS A SURGEON. IN
1842 HE MARRIED LENA CAMPBELL AND THEY HAD SEVEN CHILDREN. LOUISA MARION D’ARCY WHO IS THE BABY IN THE
PORTRAIT MINIATURE, WAS BORN AT LUCKNOW IN WEST BENGAL AND IT IS VERY PROBABLE THAT THE MINIATURE WAS

PAINTED IN THIS AREA OF INDIA. 
BY 1849 SIR JOHN LOGIN HAD BEEN APPOINTED THE GUARDIAN OF THE MAHARAJA DULEEP SINGH. HE WAS WELL

KNOWN FOR HIS DEVOUT CHRISTIANITY, HIS IMPECCABLE HONESTY AND HIS DIPLOMATIC TALENTS, AND SO WHEN THE
BRITISH ANNEXED THE PUNJAB AND DEPOSED THE 11 YEAR OLD MAHARAJAH THEY APPOINTED DR JOHN LOGIN

‘GOVERNOR OF THE CITADEL OF LAHORE AND ALL IT CONTAINS.’ THIS INCLUDED THE JEWEL HOUSE, WHICH CONTAINED
THE KOH-I-NOOR DIAMOND, ALL MILITARY STORES, THE COURT ESTABLISHMENTS OF ALL THE MAHARAJAHS OF LAHORE
INCLUDING 6 SETS OF COURTESANS, FIVE FULL BANDS OF MUSICIANS, 33 RANEES AND 130 CONCUBINES!. TO ADD TO

THIS PROOF OF THEIR FAITH IN HIS ABILITIES HE WAS ALSO MADE POSTMASTER GENERAL OF THE PUNJAB. 
HE FORMED A DEEP AND LASTING BOND WITH DULEEP SINGH WHO WAS DEPRIVED OF HIS WEALTH, KINGDOM AND

RELIGION. DULEEP SINGH WAS THE MAHARAJAH OF LAHORE AND KING OF THE SIKH EMPIRE, BUT LATER IN SCOTLAND
WEARING TARTAN KILTS AND HUNTING GROUSE HE BECAME KNOWN AS THE ‘BLACK PRINCE OF PERTHSHIRE.’

THE LOGINS TOOK, FOLLOWING THE CONVERSION OF THE MAHARAJAH TO CHRISITIANITY, DULEEP SINGH TO ENGLAND IN
1854 WHERE HE REMAINED IN EXILE FOR MOST OF HIS LIFE. QUEEN VICTORIA TOOK A GREAT INTEREST IN HIM AND

ORDERED A FULL LENGTH PORTRAIT BY FRANZ XAVER WINTERHALTER FOR WHICH DULEEP SINGH ACCOMPANIED BY
MRS LOGIN WENT TO BUCKINGHAM PALACE TWICE A WEEK FOR SITTINGS. ACCORDING TO LADY LOGIN IN HER BOOK

‘LADY LOGIN’S RECOLLECTIONS’ WINTERHALTER GAVE DULEEP SINGH, STILL SHORT OF HIS 16TH BIRTHDAY, THE
HEIGHT HE ASSUMED HE WOULD EVENTUALLY ATTAIN, ALTHOUGH HE APPARENTLY GREW NO TALLER. THIS NOW

FAMOUS PORTRAIT PAINTING IS STILL IN THE COLLECTION OF HM THE QUEEN. 



IN THE SAME YEAR QUEEN VICTORIA KNIGHTED LOGIN FOR HIS SERVICES TO THE EMPIRE. IN JANUARY 1858 HIS OFFICIAL
GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MAHARAJAH CAME TO AN END ALTHOUGH HE CONTINUED TO ADVISE HIM AND LOOK AFTER HIS
INTERESTS. SIR JOHN LOGIN DIED IN 1863 AFTER A SUDDEN ILLNESS. THE LOGIN FAMILY GRAVE IS IN OLD FELIXSTOWE

ON THE SUFFOLK COAST WITH A MONUMENT ERECTED BY DULEEP SINGH IN MEMORY OF HIS GUARDIAN.

 


