
A FINE RUSSIAN TULA ARMOURIES MINIATURE STEEL AND WOOD WORKING MODEL OF A RIFLE
A FINE RUSSIAN TULA ARMOURIES MINIATURE STEEL AND WOOD WORKING MODEL OF A RIFLE 

CONTAINED WITH ITS BAYONET IN A VELVET AND SILK LINED, SILVER MOUNTED EBONY BOX
AN OVAL SILVER PLAQUE TO THE LID WITH AN INSCRIPTION READING: ‘MR A D LANGHAUS TO MESSRS. FIRTH AND SONS,

TULA 1874’
CIRCA 1874 

SIZE: 16.5CM LONG – 6½ INS LONG (GUN) 
20CM WIDE, 6.5CM DEEP, 3.5CM HIGH – 8 INS WIDE, 2½ INS DEEP, 1½ INS HIGH (CASE)

 
LITERATURE

TULA IS A REGION OF RUSSIA IN THE SREDNERUSSKY HILLS TO THE SOUTH OF MOSCOW. THE CAPITAL TOWN OF TULA
HAS BEEN FAMOUS FOR THE REMARKABLE METAL WORK IT PRODUCES SINCE THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE ARMOURY BY

PETER THE GREAT IN 1712. BY 1720 THE FACTORY HAD PRODUCED 22,000 RELIABLE LIGHT INFANTRY AND DRAGOON
GUNS AND FLINT LOCK PISTOLS. BY 1749 THE ARMOURY WAS ALSO PRODUCING STEEL SABRES, SWORDS AND

BROADSWORDS AND BY 1762 ALMOST HALF OF THE POPULATION OF THE CITY WERE STATE GUN MAKERS, ARMOURY
CRAFTSMEN, OR ARMS MERCHANTS. 

IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE 18TH CENTURY AN ORIGINAL TECHNIQUE WAS DEVELOPED OF DIAMOND CUTTING THE
STEEL AND THE ARTISTICALLY DECORATED TULA ARMS AND OTHER WORKS OF ART BEGAN TO BE IN GREAT DEMAND.
THE MASTERY OF THE TULA ARMOURERS AND CRAFTSMEN WAS UNRIVALLED THROUGHOUT EUROPE. AT THE END OF
THE 18TH CENTURY TULA POSSESSED MANY REMARKABLE GUNSMITHS AND ONE, IVAN POLIN, DESIGNED ONE OF THE
FIRST MODELS OF A MULTI-CHARGE REPEATING FIREARM. DURING THE 19TH CENTURY THE ARMOURY REMAINED ONE
OF THE VERY BEST IN EUROPE AND IN 1879 THE BERDAN RIFLE WITH AN IMPROVED SLIDING BOLT WAS PUT INTO MASS

PRODUCTION. 
DURING THE LAST QUARTER OF THE 19TH CENTURY THE FACTORY HAD A DEDICATED MODEL SHOP SPECIALIZING IN THE

DEVELOPMENT OF MINIATURE SCALE MODELS OF ITS OWN SMALL ARMS AND HUNTING GUNS. THESE FINE MINIATURE
FIREARMS ARE EXACT REPLICAS OF THE LARGER GUN, EACH PART WORKING AND OF STEEL CAST IN TULA.

 


