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LITERATURE

THE COLLECTION COMPRISING; A BRACELET OF OSTRICH EGGSHELL BEADS ON A HIDE THONG, PROBABLY SAN,
KALAHARI DESERT.

A RED AND WHITE GLASS SEED BEAD AND FIBRE WAISTBAND WITH AN OLD PAPER LABEL READING: ‘BEADS FROM AFRICA,
BROUGHT BACK BY MY GREAT AUNT PALMER (WHO WAS A MISSIONARY TO THE KAFFIRS) IN THE 1840’S’

A CARVED WOODEN EARPLUG MADE FROM THE HARD WOOD OF THE RED IVORY TREE. THIS PIECE DATES FROM THE TIME
WHEN RITUALLY PIERCED EARS SERVED AS A DISTINGUISHING MARK OF THE ZULU NATION, AND BEFORE THE TIME

WHEN THE RITUAL BEGAN TO BE PRACTICED ONLY ON ZULU GIRLS FOR PURELY AESTHETIC PURPOSES.
A CARVED WOODEN MAIZE PORRIDGE SPOON.

THREE COPPER ALLOY AND BRASS BRACELETS AND A FINGER RING.
A LONG STRING OF SMALL COPPER BEADS CONTAINED IN AN OLD PAPER BAG WITH AN INSCRIPTION ‘KAFFIR COPPER

BEADS’.
A STRING OF FOURTEEN LARGE BRONZE, BRASS AND COPPER ALLOY BEADS, TWO WITH LEATHER ATTACHMENTS, WITH

AN OLD PAPER LABEL READING: ‘KAFFIR COPPER BEADS, BUTTONS AND BRACELETS BROUGHT BACK BY MY GREAT AUNT
PALMER IN THE 1840’S’. THERE IS A NECKLACE OF THESE BEADS IN THE COLLECTION OF THE OLD DURBAN MUSEUM
DESCRIBED AS BEING USED AS AN ORNAMENT OF ROYAL WOMEN. THEY ARE ALSO KNOWN AS ‘IZINDONDO’ AND WERE

USED AS CHARMS BY WARRIORS FOR PROTECTION IN BATTLE. IN SETS OF EIGHT THEY WERE SEWN ONTO YOUNG WIVES
PREGNANCY APRONS PROBABLY ALSO FOR AMULETIC PURPOSES.

A WOVEN PALM BASKET CONTAINING A LABELLED: ‘WITCH DOCTORS BONE FOR DOING MAGIC’.
FOUR VARIOUS SEASHELLS AND TWO SPRINGBOK HORNS.

SARAH ANN PALMER NÉE DUNMAN, MARRIED A WESLEYAN METHODIST MINISTER SAMUEL PALMER IN DORSET IN 1829. IN
THE SAME YEAR THEY TRAVELLED TO SOUTH AFRICA AS WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY MISSIONARIES. THE SCHOOL

OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES CONSERVES THEIR PAPERS AND DOCUMENTS INCLUDING THEIR MEMO BOOK
DATED 1828 WHICH CONTAINS DIARY ENTRIES ON THEIR JOURNEY TO SOUTH AFRICA IN 1829. THEY HAD A MISSION

STATION IN SALEM, SOUTH AFRICA FROM 1829 - 1832 AND THEN IN MORLEY. HOWEVER, SAMUEL PALMER WAS SUDDENLY
TAKEN ILL WHILST LEADING PEOPLE AWAY FROM A VIOLENT DISTURBANCE TOWARDS HIS MISSION STATION IN

BUNTINGVILLE IN 1846 AND SUBSEQUENTLY DIED.
FOLLOWING HER HUSBANDS’ DEATH SARAH ANN PALMER FOUNDED A GIRL’S SCHOOL AT BUTTERWORTH IN SOUTH
AFRICA TO TEACH ELEMENTARY SUBJECTS AND BIBLE SCRIPTURES TO LOCAL GIRLS. OWING TO THE WARS IN THE

REGION WHICH GREATLY HINDERED TRAVEL SHE DID NOT RETURN TO ENGLAND UNTIL 1853. A LETTER SENT TO HER
RELATIVE’S DETAILS HER BRIEF VISIT TO THE ISLAND OF ST HELENA ON HER WAY HOME.



 


