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A VERY RARE AND SUPERB PAIR OF SOUTH AFRICAN DUTCH CAPE TURNED AFRICAN WHITE 

RHINOCEROS HORN CANDLESTICKS 
EARLY 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 26CM HIGH – 10¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

PEWTER, BRASS AND TIN WERE MATERIALS MOST USED AT THE CAPE FOR THE MAKING OF EVERYDAY OBJECTS.
RHINOCEROS HORN WAS A VALUABLE MATERIAL BOTH TO THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND TO THOSE OF THE COLONY.
MUCH OF THE FURNITURE AND MANY OF THE ARTICLES MADE AT THE CAPE DURING THE 18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES
ASPIRED TO AND WERE INFLUENCED BY EUROPEAN STYLES AND FORMS RATHER THAN BATAVIAN OR ASIAN DESIGNS,

BUT THE DIVERSE WORLDS OF EUROPE, AFRICA AND THE INDIAN OCEAN ALL COMBINED TO AFFECT THE CAPE AND
DURING THE COURSE OF THE 18TH CENTURY A STYLE DEVELOPED THAT WAS DISTINCTIVE TO THE COLONY. THE PIECES
THAT SURVIVE TODAY WOULD HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS HEIRLOOMS AND CAREFULLY CONSERVED BY THEIR OWNERS.
THEY ARE OF A VALUE AND QUALITY AND WOULD HAVE BEEN USED AND DISPLAYED IN HIGH STATUS CAPE HOUSEHOLDS

AND OFFICIAL VENUES.

 


