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COLLECTION OF TEN ITALIAN NEAPOLITAN CRECHE OR PRESEPIO AGURES

ACOLLECTION OF TEN ITALIAN NEAPOLITAN CRi"CHE OR PRESEPIO FIGURES
COMPLETE WITH THEIR ORIGINAL COSTUMES. PAINTED AND MODELLED TERRACOTTA, CARVED WOOD, COTTON, CLOTH,
SILK, LACE, GOLD AND SILVER THREAD
LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 30CM—33CMHIGH — 12 — 13 INS HIGH (APPROX EACH)

LITERATURE

CHRISTMAS CRI"CHE SCENES WERE VERY POPULAR IN 18TH CENTURY NAPLES WHERE THE LARGEST SCHOOL OF
ITALIAN PRESEPIO MODELLERS WAS CENTERED. EACH YEAR NATIMTY TABLEAUXWERE SET OUT IN THE CHURCHES,
OFTEN WITH ELABORATE AND COSTLY SETTINGS, THEATRICALLY STAGED AROUND THE PUPPET LIKE FIGURES. THE

QUALITY OF THE WORKMANSHIP OF THESE FIGURES TOGETHER WITH THE MAGNIFICENCE OF THEIR FINE COSTUMES IS
EXCEPTIONAL.

THE ROYAL BOURBON COURT OF KING CHARLES Il OF NAPLES EMPLOYED FAMOUS ARTISTS TO CREATE FINE FIGURES
FOR USE IN THE PALACE NATIMTY SCENES. HOWEVER THEY WERE NOT JUST CONFINED TO CHURCHES, AND THE ROYAL
COURT, THEY WERE ALSO USED IN DOMESTIC INTERIORS WHERE WHOLE CRI"CHE SCENES WERE PUT INTO
ESPECIALLY PAINTED SETS WHICH OFTEN INCLUDED THE VOLCANO VESUMUS SMOKING IN THE BACKGROUND.
ONE ARTIST EMPLOYED BY THE KING WAS CALLED SAVMARTINO AND WAS NOTED FOR HIS VIGOROUS MODELLING. HIS
PUPIL GUISEPPE GORI SEEMS TO HAVE MADE ALIVING BY CREATING CRI"CHE FIGURES. SOVETIMES GORI WOULD USE
THE LIKENESSES OF HIS FRIENDS AND PATRONS FOR THE FACES OF HIS LIFE LIKE FIGURES.



