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AN ANATOMICAL SPECIMEN OF A DISARTICULATED HUMAN SKULL

AN ANATOMCAL SPECIMEN OF ADISARTICULATED HUMAN SKULL
CONTAINED IN ATIERED VICTORIAN PAPER BOXWITH ALABEL TO THE LID READING: ‘WHITE AND WRIGHT, SURGICAL
INSTRUMENT MAKERS, 93 RENSHAW ST, LIVERPOOL’
CIRCA1870— 1880
SIZE: 21CMHIGH, 18CMDIA—8%4INS HIGH, 7 INS DIA (BOX)

LITERATURE

ANATOMY, THE STUDY OF BODY STRUCTURE, IS NOW CENTRAL TO THE STUDY OF DISEASE, BUT IT WAS NOT PART OF
MEDICAL COURSES AT MEDIEVAL UNIVERSITIES UNTIL THE 13TH CENTURY. IN LONDON THE PRACTICE OF DISSECTION
AND THE STUDY OF ANATOMY WERE ENCOURAGED AS EARLY AS 1540 BY AN ACT WHICH GAVE THE MASTERS OF THE
BARBER-SURGEONS THE RIGHT TO TAKE EACH YEAR FOR DISSECTION, FREE, THE BODIES OF FOUR FELONS
IMVEDIATELY AFTER THEIR EXECUTION.

DURING THE 18TH CENTURY DISEASE BEGAN TO BE LINKED TO CHANGES THAT COULD BE DETECTED BY EXAMINING
BODIES EITHER BEFORE OR AFTER DEATH AND AS ARESULT KNOWLEDGE OF ANATOMY WAS INCREASINGLY IN DEMAND.
FROM 1750 TO 1850 MEDICAL STUDENTS IN EUROPE WERE EXPECTED TO LEARN HOW TO DISSECT WELL, AND TOLEARN
PRESERVATION TECHNIQUES AND IT WAS FROMREAL BODY PARTS THAT STUDENTS WERE TAUGHT ANATOMY.
DISARTICULATED SKULLS CONSIST OF ALL THE CONSTITUENT BONY PARTS OF THE HUMAN SKULL BROKEN DOWN AND
COMPARTMENTALISED WHICH CAN THEN BE REFORMED LIKE AJIGSAW PUZZLE INTO ACOMPLETE SKULL ENABLING THE
STUDENT TO LEARN WHERE EACH SECTION AND PART IS PLACED AND ITS FUNCTION.



