
A SOUTH AMERICAN AMAZONIAN SHAMANS CEREMONIAL BODY ORNAMENT
A SOUTH AMERICAN AMAZONIAN SHAMANS CEREMONIAL BODY ORNAMENT MADE OF BIRD 

WING BONES PROBABLY FROM A HARPY EAGLE OR KING VULTURE, AND THE AMULETIC SKULLS OF TWO PARAKEETS AND
ANOTHER BIRD SKULL 

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 30CM LONG – 12 INS LONG (APPROX.)

 
LITERATURE

AMONGST THE AMAZONIAN INDIANS, NATURAL OBJECTS ARE INFUSED WITH THE IDEOLOGY OF ANIMISM, AS THEY BELIEVE
IN THE TOTAL SPIRITUALITY OF THE UNIVERSE. ALL LOWLAND SOUTH AMERICAN INDIAN CULTURES MAINTAIN THAT

EVERYTHING THAT GROWS, MOVES OR DEVELOPS MUST LIKE HUMANS HAVE A SOUL, THIS BELIEF ENGENDERS A VERY
DIFFERENT ATTITUDE TOWARDS NATURE FROM THE WEST’S FIXATION ON CONTROL AND DOMINATION. IN THE JUNGLE A

PRAYER OF FORGIVENESS IS UTTERED WHEN AN ANIMAL LIKE AN EAGLE IS CAPTURED TO YIELD ITS DOWN AND
FEATHERS FOR A HEADDRESS, AND IT IS OFTEN ONLY CAGED AND NOT KILLED AS THE MEN WAIT FOR THE BIRD TO

MOULT. ONLY THAT WHICH IS NEEDED IS KILLED OTHERWISE THE ANIMAL SPIRITS WILL BECOME ANGRY AND NO LONGER
LET THEIR CHILDREN BE TAKEN BY UNGRATEFUL HUNTERS.

 


