
A FINE GRAND TOUR BRONZE OF THE SPINARIO
A FINE GRAND TOUR BRONZE OF THE SPINARIO OR THORN PULLER AFTER THE ANTIQUE 

ON A GREEN VEINED MARBLE BASE 
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 24CM HIGH – 9½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

TOBIAS SMOLLETT (1721-71) IN HIS ‘TRAVELS THROUGH FRANCE AND ITALY’ HAD WORDS OF WARNING FOR YOUNG
GRAND TOURERS: ‘OUR YOUNG GENTLEMEN WHO GO TO ROME, WILL DO WELL TO BE UPON THEIR GUARD AGAINST A

SET OF SHARPERS WHO DEAL IN PICTURES AND ANTIQUES, AND VERY OFTEN IMPOSE UPON THE UNINFORMED
STRANGER, BY SELLING HIM TRASH, AS THE PRODUCTIONS OF THE MOST CELEBRATED ARTISTS. THE ENGLISH ARE

MORE THAN ANY OTHER FOREIGNERS EXPOSED TO THIS IMPOSITION. THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO HAVE MONEY TO THROW
AWAY Â€¦.. BUT WHAT IS STILL MORE DANGEROUS, THE MOMENT THEY SET FOOT IN ITALY, THEY ARE SEIZED WITH THE

AMBITION OF Â€¦.. BECOMING CONNOISSEURS IN PAINTING, MUSICK, STATUARY AND ARCHITECTURE AND THE
ADVENTURERS OF THIS COUNTRY DO NOT FAIL TO FLATTER THIS WEAKNESS FOR THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE Â€¦..’

THE ORIGINAL ANCIENT BRONZE OF THE SPINARIO IS IN THE CAPITOLINE MUSEUM IN ROME. IT IS MADE UP OF GREEK
FRAGMENTS OF THE 4TH OR 5TH CENTURIES BC WHICH IT IS THOUGHT WERE ASSEMBLED DURING THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

 


