Finch & C°

AVERY ANE GEORGE Ill ENGLISH SILVER GLT ALIGREE TOOTHPICK BOX

AVERY FINE GEORGE IIl ENGLISH SILVER GILT FILIGREE TOOTHPICK BOX
CONTAINED IN ITS ORIGINAL VELVET AND SILK LINED SHAGREEN BOX
IMPECCABLE CONDITION
CIRCA1780—-1790
SIZE: 2CMHIGH, 15CMWIDE, 3CMDEEP — % INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE, 1% INS DEEP
3CMHIGH, 18CMWIDE, 6CMDEEP — 14 INS HIGH, 7 INS WIDE, 2%4 INS DEEP (CASE)

LITERATURE

THE ORIGINS OF FILIGREE WORK CAN BE TRACED BACK TO ANCIENT EGYPTIAN GOLD JEWELLERY AND LATER IT WAS
POPULAR AS AMEDIUMFOR CHURCH PLATE AND OTHER VESSELS OF RENAISSANCE SPANISH AND GERMAN ORIGIN. THE
WORD ‘FILIGREE’ APPEARS FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ENGLISH AND FRENCH DICTIONARIES AROUND 1650, AND IN 17TH
CENTURY SWEDEN THERE EXISTED AN ENTIRE GROUP OF FILIGREE WORKSHOPS WHOSE PRODUCTS WERE SENT AS
GIFTS TO THE TSARS OF RUSSIA
18TH AND 19TH CENTURY ENGLISH SPECIMENS ARE VERY SELDOMMARKED DUE TO THE LACK OF SPACE UPON WHICH
TO STRIKE AMARK WITHOUT DAMAGING THE DELICATE WIREWORK. ALSO AN ACT OF 1758 THAT REQUIRED SILVERSMITHS
TO OBTAIN ALICENSE FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF ARTICLES OVER 5 PENNYWEIGHTS EXEMPTED FILIGREE WORK FROM
BEING HALLMARKED PROVIDING IT DID NOT EXCEED THE PRESCRIBED WEIGHT WHICH IT RARELY DID. BOTH
BIRMINGHAMAND LONDON HAD FILIGREE WORKERS: JOHN SMTH OF 14 NEWHALL ST. IS MENTIONED IN THE 1774 ISSUE
OF SWINNEY'S BIRMINGHAM DIRECTORY. SOMEWHAT LARGER (ONE INCH) THAN IS NORMAL FOR ATOOTHPICK BOXTHIS
FINE CONTAINER MAY HAVE HELD ADENTAL SCRAPER FOR SCALING THE TEETH, OR POSSIBLY ADELICATE
TOOTHBRUSH, WHICH COULD DRY OUT IN AIR-CONDITIONED SPLENDOUR.



