
AN INTERESTING COLLECTION OF 24 ANCIENT BEADS
AN INTERESTING COLLECTION OF 24 ANCIENT BEADS OF JADE, ALABASTER, AMBER, LIMESTONE,

IVORY, JET, CORNELIAN, BANDED AGATE AND SERPENTINE
CIRCA 3000 BC TO 600 AD

SIZE: 5CM LONG – 2 INS LONG (MAX.)

 
LITERATURE

BEADS WERE AND ARE WORN TO COMMUNICATE STATUS ALL OVER THE WORLD, AND MIRRORING THE CULTURE OF
WHICH THEY ARE A PART CAN REVEAL A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THE SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS LIVES OF THE
PEOPLE WHO HAVE MADE THEM. BEADS HAVE FREQUENTLY BEEN USED AS SYMBOLIC REPOSITORIES OF SACRED

KNOWLEDGE, DEEMED TO HAVE CURATIVE POWERS AND USED AS PROMPTERS TO INSURE THE PROPER CONDUCT OF
RITUAL AND PRAYER. BEADS HAVE OFTEN ALSO BEEN A MEDIUM OF EXCHANGE; FROM THE EARLY 17TH CENTURY
EUROPEANS EXCHANGED GLASS BEADS FOR SKINS AND PELTS IN CANADA AND NORTH AMERICA, FOR SPICES IN

INDONESIA AND FOR GOLD, IVORY AND SLAVES IN AFRICA.

 


