
A FIJIAN SPERM WHALE TOOTH PENDANT
A FIJIAN SPERM WHALE TOOTH PENDANT

SMOOTH OLD PATINA
19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 5CM LONG – 2 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

SPERM WHALE TEETH WERE HIGHLY VALUED IN THE POLYNESIAN ISLANDS OF FIJI, TONGA AND SAMOA AND THEY WERE
RESERVED FOR THE ADORNMENT AND USE OF PEOPLE OF RANK AND STATUS. THESE STUBBY WHALE IVORY PENDANTS

ARE OFTEN TAKEN FROM EARLIER ‘VUASAGALE’ NECKLACES THAT WERE THE FORERUNNERS OF THE LATER, BIGGER
‘SABRE TOOTHED’ NECKLACES THAT WERE MADE OF SPERM WHALE TEETH SPLIT INTO LONG CURVED SPEAR POINT

SECTIONS.

 


