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INSCRIBED ‘DR KEATE, ETON’
MID 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 19.5CM HIGH, 7.5CM WIDE, 5.5 CM DEEP – 7¾ INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 2¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

DR KEATE WAS THE MOST REMARKABLE AND LONGEST SERVING HEADMASTER IN ETON’S HISTORY. FROM 1809 TO 1834
HE WAS KNOWN AS THE GREATEST FLOGGING HEADMASTER AND BECAME A SYMBOL OF UNREFORMED ETON.

KINGLAKE ACCURATELY DESCRIBED HIM: ‘HE WAS LITTLE MORE (IF MORE AT ALL) THAN 5 FEET IN HEIGHT AND WAS NOT
VERY GREAT IN GIRTH, BUT WITHIN THIS SPACE WAS CONCENTRATED THE PLUCK OF TEN BATTALIONS. YOU COULD NOT
PUT HIM OUT OF HUMOUR, THAT IS OUT OF THE ILL HUMOUR WHICH HE THOUGHT TO BE FITTING FOR A HEAD MASTER.
HIS RED, SHAGGY EYEBROWS WERE SO PROMINENT THAT HE HABITUALLY USED THEM AS ARMS AND HANDS FOR THE

PURPOSE OF POINTING OUT ANY OBJECT TOWARDS WHICH HE WISHED TO DIRECT ATTENTION. HE WORE A FANCY
DRESS, PARTLY RESEMBLING THE COSTUME OF NAPOLEON, PARTLY THAT OF A WIDOW WOMAN.’

DESPITE THIS CARICATURE DR KEATE WAS A NOTABLE SCHOLAR AND GIFTED TEACHER. HE BELIEVED THAT THE LAX
DISCIPLINE RESULTING FROM THE DISORDER OF THE REGENCY PERIOD NECESSITATED SEVERE MEASURES. HE WAS A
FINE ORATOR AND WHEN HE TOOK OVER ETON HE BEGAN TO TEACH THE BOYS HOW TO DELIVER SPEECHES CLEARLY

ENUNCIATING WORDS AND USING VOICE AND GESTURE TO MAXIMUM EFFECT. TWO OF HIS PUPILS BECAME PRIME
MINISTERS; DERBY AND GLADSTONE. IT IS PROBABLY DUE TO HIS INFLUENCE AND TRAINING IN THE ART OF PUBLIC

SPEAKING THAT THE STANDARDS OF PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE WERE SIGNIFICANTLY RAISED. 
IN PRIVATE KEATE WAS A GENIAL MAN WHO OFTEN ENTERTAINED SCHOLARS TO SUPPER AS THE FOOD IN HALL WAS

MONOTONOUS, UNAPPEALING AND INSUFFICIENT. THE DORMITORIES IN WHICH THE SCHOLARS WERE LOCKED FROM
8PM WITH A COMPLETE LACK OF SUPERVISION WERE A SCANDAL BUT DUE TO DR KEATE’S INFLUENCE THE CONDITIONS

IN WHICH THEY LIVED WERE IMMEASURABLY IMPROVED. NEW BUILDINGS WERE ERECTED PROVIDING COMFORTABLE
SINGLE ROOMS FOR THE SCHOLARS, CLASS SIZES WERE REDUCED AND THE CURRICULUM WIDENED FROM ITS

NARROW CONCENTRATION ON THE CLASSICS. 



DR KEATE FOUNDED THE ETON COLLEGE DEBATING SOCIETY IN 1811. IT MET IN MRS HATTONS CONFECTIONARY SHOP
AND BECAME KNOWN AS THE POP SOCIETY, DERIVED FROM THE LATIN ‘POPINA’ MEANING ‘COOK SHOP’. IT LATER
BECAME A SOCIETY FOR ATHLETES RATHER THAN INTELLECTUALS EVENTUALLY BECOMING RESPONSIBLE FOR

DISCIPLINE IN THE SCHOOL; A FUNCTION ‘POP’ HAS RETAINED TO THIS DAY.

 


