
A FINE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL WOOD SACRED TJURINGA
A FINE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL WOOD SACRED TJURINGA OF UNUSUAL HEIGHT

A ‘DANCING BOARD’
19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 152.5CM LONG, 10CM WIDE – 60 INS LONG, 4 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

KEPT CAREFULLY WRAPPED IN BARK IN A SPECIAL STORE WHEN NOT IN USE SACRED BOARDS ‘TJURINGA’ EMBODY THE
TOTEMIC SPIRITS OF ITS OWNER, HIS ANCESTORS AND THOSE OF THE CREATOR SPIRITS. A GENERAL BELIEF HELD BY

ALL ABORIGINAL AUSTRALIANS IS THAT THE SPIRIT OR LIFE ESSENCE AT THE DEATH OF THE TOTEMITE, BOTH HUMAN AND
OTHERWISE, RETURNS TO ITS SPIRIT HOME IN A WATER HOLE, ROCK, TREE, THE SKY OR A SYMBOL LIKE A TJURINGA. THE
LINEAR INCISIONS DRAWN ON ITS SURFACE REFER TO MYTHS, MAPS OF THE LANDSCAPE, ANIMALS AND THEIR TRACKS,
AND WOULD BE INTERPRETED TO MALE INITIATES BY THE TRIBAL ELDER AND OWNER TO EXPLAIN TRIBAL TRADITIONS

AND LEGENDS. 
THE TOTEMIC DESIGN OF AN ANGULAR MEANDER PATTERN ON THIS TJURINGA PLACES IT IN THE AREA OF BROOME AND

THE WESTERN KIMBERLEY’S. THESE RARE TALL TJURINGA FROM THIS DISTRICT ARE KNOWN AS ‘DANCING BOARDS’.

 




