
A CEREMONIAL KRIS WITH AN IRON SEVEN CURVED BLADE
A CEREMONIAL KRIS WITH AN IRON SEVEN CURVED BLADE

WITH GOLD DAMASCENING AND ‘PAMOR’ PATTERING. THE CARVED HANDLE DEPICTING THE WAYANG GOD BIMA SHOWING
HIS LARGE CURVED THUMBNAIL

CENTRAL JAVANESE OR CIREBON
IRON, NICKEL PAMOOR, GOLD, SILVER AND ELEPHANT IVORY

MID 19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 42.5CM LONG – 16¾ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

IN INDONESIA IT IS ONLY THE ‘EMPIR’ OR KRIS SMITH WHO IS ENDOWED WITH ENOUGH SPIRITUAL POWER TO FORGE THE
IRON AND THE NICKEL IRON WITH THE HELP OF THE MYSTERIOUS ELEMENT OF FIRE WITHOUT BEING ENDANGERED. HE
IS ABLE TO FORGE THE METAL INTO A WEAPON WITH THE UN-MISSABLE MAGICALLY POTENT ‘PAMOR’ PATTERN ON THE
BLADE THAT IS IMBUED WITH AUSPICIOUS POWER FOR ITS EVENTUAL OWNER. THE FORGING OF A PROPER KRIS IS A

SACRED ACT ACCOMPANIED BY A LONG PROCESS OF FASTING, MEDITATING, PRAYER AND THE MAKING OF OFFERINGS, AS
WELL AS THE CALCULATION OF AUSPICIOUS AND INAUSPICIOUS DAYS FOR THE CARRYING OUT OF THE WORK. THERE

ARE TWO FORMS OF BLADE; THE STRAIGHT BLADE ‘LERES’ AND THE WAVY FORM ‘LUK’ IN WHICH THE BLADE ALWAYS HAS
AN UNEVEN NUMBER OF CURVES VARYING FROM 3 TO 13.

 


